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Ciii )
To the Baptized Churches,

particularly to that undcr
my Care. :

My&'dlren, |

V ey Hoxfe or Building con-
of Master and
Fom Aﬁd fo doth the

Church of Chriff, or Honfe
of the Living 6 od, Of ’ o

The Adutter ar Miterials with
which it ¢ buift are Lively Stones,
i, e, Converted Perfons: ~_Alfo the
Matter and Formmuft be accarding
t» the Rule and Pattern Pewed in
the Mount, I'mean Chrilf's tifti:
tudiom, and the Apoftolical Chirches
Conpitution, and not after Mens b
ventions,

Now ﬂmz Mt};’e %ﬁ:ﬁ the T}
pical Chure! t S Wl -
tioal, mémkf intheir CamulSad _
(as fueb ) therefore ¢ ,,ﬁm Mas-
ter and Eorm they woidd have hn--
der'the Gofpel.

Bigr tho o Clhureh, be ngbt{ylmt&
inbork thefe refpecks; i.c. of fit Mat-
ter and right Form, yet witheut are-
ydurwkinrdarlv IStfaplm‘, Jt}'"” o

~ >
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The Epiftle.
9on lofe its Beanty, and be polluted.
s Many R‘evercn,d Divines of the
Congregational way, havewritten
moft excellently (it 55 true ) upon this

- Subjetty I.mean on’ Church-Difci-

pline s but the Books aie fo voluminons

. that the Poorer Sort can’t pur
. them, and many other s haue not Time

or Learning enough to improve them
tothe.r Prefit y and our Brethren the
Baptifts have not written (as I cax |
ather.) -on this Subject by it felf:
%’here]bre I have been earneftly defi-
red by. onr Members, and m one
and

of our Paflors, towrite a

- plain Tralt concerning the Rules of

the Difcipline of a Gofpel-Chuerch’,

" . ‘that all Men may not only know exr

Faith, but [¢e our Order in thiscafe
alfo. Truey this (thoplain) is bus
Jhorty but may be it may provoke fome
other Perfonto doit more fully. Cer-

* tainlyyignorance of the rules of Difci-

pline canfes no [mall trouble and dif-
orders inour Churches 3 and if thss
maybe a Prevention,or prove profita '
bleto any,Jet God have the Glory,and

I bave my End : Who am; Yowrs

‘Aug.18.

1697. : Bénj. Keadl.
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The Glory of a Gofpel-

. Church, and the true
Otderly  Difcipline”
thereot explain’d.

- C omefﬂing aTrue andOrderly .
Gofpel-Churck.

il ‘Efore there canbe any Or:
: _derly Difcipline among a.
Ghriftian Affembly, they
. muit be orderly and regu-
. larly conftituted into a Church-
{tate, according to. the Inftitution:
o ChiftintheGopdl, - -

1. AChurchi of Chrift, -accord- 4%. 2.41,
ing to the Gofpel-Inftitution, is a 42, 43,44.
. Congregation of Godly Chriftians, 4%. 8. 14.
. who as-a Stated-Affembly gbegng Al 194,
~ firft baptized upon the Profefiion %% .
of Faith) do by mutual agreement ~#™ = T,

. and confent give themfelves up to ) al"dx"}
7 T A3 the 1221315

.’



6 _ TheGlory of @a True Church,
Col. 1.2,4, the Lord, and oneto another, ac-
122 coxcling to the Will of God 5 and-
1 Pet. 2. 5. do.ordinarily meet together inone
‘ ff . 513, I&‘,ace,hfor ottl']& I;gblick Service h?d
L orthip 3 ;among whom
~2"2"f‘,’ 7 the-Word of God afid Sacraments
- %5  are duly adminifired, accopding
e ey . Glory of
C Rom 6. 2. 20 e DBeauty an ory

f(”;ﬁ % which Congregation doth confift

1 Pet. 2.4, in their being all Converted Per-
" ¢, 6. fons, or lively Stones; being by the’
Eph. 2.20; Holy Spirit, and Faith of “the O-
.21 peration of God, united to Jefos
Col. 2. 19. Chrift the Precious Corner-Stone,
C and only foundation ofevery Chri-
fian, as well as of évcrty _partica-

lar Congregation, and of the whole

© Cathelick Cnrch. .

. 3. That every Perfon before,
- shey are admitted Members,in fuchv
‘o a.C‘{mrch'ﬁ:cmﬁitnted, muft de-
- -clare to the Church {(or 2o Gl
.. with the Paftor, that they fhall
P{785.16. appoint) what God hath done for
“¢ 11, 4, their Souls, or their Experiences of
27 % Oy Gaving work of Grace upon theis
1> 24 IHeartsyandallo the Church hould
3 Cor s, ciiquire after, and take fuil fatistac-

Yo o tion concerning their Holy Liv:
1ers 45.8 _ A
A8 555 or Good Converfations. Afxz



ENDAERAS T A Rantin By e~
and its Difcipline explain’d.’ i
And when admitted Members,
before the Ghurch they muft fo-
mly enter into a Covenant, to
cular Conpremmton? o R
partic ation, and fub-.
mit themfelvese teg the Care and Heb-1347.
Difcipline thereof, and to walk

- faithtully with God inall his Hol
Ordinan and thete to be fcg ‘
and have union, and wor-

there, when the Church = .
meets (if poil.ble) and give them- 1 Pet.s.a, -
felves up to the watch and chargea. *
of the Paftor and Miniftry there-
of : - the Paftor then-alfo fignifying

~ in the name of the "Church their
- acceptance of each Perfon, and en- -
- deavour to take the care of them, .
: and to watch over them in the .
Lord, (the Members being firit
© {asisfed to receive them, and to
> have Communion with them.)’
" And othe Paftor to give them the
right Hand of Feliowthip of a
Cﬁurch, or Church Organical,  ~
A Church thus conttituted ought. of 4 o
+ forthwith to choofe them a Paftor, sanicat
: Elder or Elders, and LCeacons, (we Church..
- reading ‘of no uther Officers, or- v
. Offices abiding in the «Church) -
g T A and. - .

/



. 8 The Glory of @ True Church,

1Tim.3.2, and what kind of Meg they ought

© 334,5,6,7-to be, and how qualified, is laid
Tit. 1. 5,6, down by Paul to Timothy, and to
728 91° Ty, “Moreover, they are to take

© fpecial care, that both Biflops,
Cverleers, or Elders; as well as the
Deacorss, *have in fome compegent
“manner all-thofe Qualifications ;
and after in a Day of folemn Pray-
5.5 % er and Fafting, that they have elec-
Tim.e.20. 14 them, (whether Pafior, &-¢. or.
121533 Deacons) and they accepting the
"Office, muft be ordained with

Prayer, and laying on of Flands of

the El(fer[hip 5 being firft provd,

-and found mect and fit Per!ons for

o Sacred an Office: Thercfore .

fuch are verv diforderly Churches

- who have no Paiior or Paftors or-

- - dained, they acting not according
to the Rule of the Gofpel, having

fomething wanting,

- Of the workof a Paflor, Bifbop

or Querfeer,

Tif..!..-7.

I. THe work of a Paftor is to
‘ preach the Word of Chrift,
" 1Cor. ¢. ortofeed the Flock,and to admini-
" 16,17, fteralithe Ordinances of theGofpel
' + which



- and its Difcipline explain’d. 9
which belong. to his Sacred Office, 4%.20.31
and” to be faithful and laborious 35 ’
therein, ﬁudyinéoso fhew’ himfelf Tim

proved unto God, a4 Work-man 37M:3415:
that needeth not be ahamed, rightly
&viding the Word of Truth. He 5 cor. g,
is a Steward of the Myfteries of 1, a, .
God, therefore ought to be a Man , 1;,,,
of good Underftanding and Expe- 3
- rience, being found in the Faith,

and one that is acquainted with
the Myfteries of the Gofpel: Be- _
caufe heisto feed the People with Jer 315
Knowledg and Underfrordine, He
muft be faithful -and skilful to qe-
clare the Mind of God, and cili-

nt therein, al{o to preach in fea-
for and out of fesfon 3 God having
committed unto him the Miniftry c _
of Reconciliation, a moft choice 2“+5-15*
and facred Truit.  What Intereit
hath God greager in” the World -
which he hath committed unto
Men than this? Mo: eover,he ninft
make known th: whole Counté! «f 45,5520
God to the People. 27. ’
. -2, A Paftor is to vifit his Flock, Prot.
. to know rheir farey cand to waen 1 Tpell ¢l .
 over them, to [upnorr rize weaky and 18.
©to frengthen the feeble-minded, and. .
CooL T As - g,

2 Timy.2.
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(19 TheGlory of 6. Twe €hurck,
-

- fhecour - thie tempted; amd tores

. prove them that are unruly.” .
. Ta pra%rdicm atall times,

t

with them alfo when {ént for,

f " and d ‘ ‘
N ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&n dfyﬁpg%ﬁw
. ndition,

in every State and Conc
with all Love and Compaflion.

- “ "as.near as hecan, a g
::?m 4 Emm;,k,‘,i-cmerfatim, Chariry,

IR Shathu i e S B

ftry. may be the more acceptable to

all, and theName of God be glo-
- rified, and Religion delivered from.

Reproach.

" §. He muft fee He carries it to-

', J#m. 243l with all Impartiality, not pre-
. ¥ Fim.s. ferring the Rich above the Pgor,
1. nor lord it ever. God’s: Heritage,
1 ‘(;"' 53+ nor affume any greater Power than
nd 5-5- God hath given him; but to fhew

a humble and meek Spirit, nay to

be clothed with Humility.

| The Offct and Work of Deacoas,
|~ The Dea- >
" cons.Work, ~J "HE Work of Deacous. is to
© AfESa,2, % ferve Tables, viz. to fee to
?,05,7,8,9, provide for the Lord’s Table, the
v . N Mini‘

4. And to fhew them in all re

Faith and Purity, that his Mini



. Paftor apd Teachets.-Brerhm‘tfng § Thefl. 5.
f . 2
. Iﬁ rom atd be glevifled. - Againg

T v s

- God ®

S e o

and its Difeipliné expiaind. 11
Minifter’s Table, and the Poor’s 4%s 5. 2,
Table. (1) They fhould provide &5, te.
Bread and Wine -for the Lord’s

) Table. (2.) Seethat every Mem:

badr corftributes to the Maintenance

* of the Miniftry, that aecordingto | cyr.c.-,

their Abilityy dnd their owh vo-

~ lantary Sublcription or Obligati:

on. (3.) That each Member do

, gve weeldy to the Poor, as God
s

bleffed him. (&) Alfo vidit

. the Poor; and know: theit Con- _ ° .
_dé;iton as mug%;s ﬂl tl;im 'lies;.’m‘ & 1
 that none, ially the aged
peglected.

‘Widows, be X
Of the Duty of Church--
Members totheir Paffor..

7 TS the Duty of every
T Mémber topray for theit

for sis, that the Word of the Lord .

Paily, Prayingalfs for sesj that,
gﬁopm%aga do_ar_:f#o Figh. 1348. -

terance; to [pesk the Myftery of

G#;;:f of P;;;ya Mi, made gi;bo;:

ceafivg of . the Chuten wnto Goa

b &myt&aﬁ neglodt this I{?;g ;
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12 'I'hé‘GiOry'of a True Church,
.~ feem not to care either for their

Minifter, or their own Sculs, or-
whether Sinners be converted, and .

the Church edified er not. They
pray for their daily Bread, and
will they not pray to have the
Bread of Life plentifully broken to
them ? ,
. Motives to this.

" 1. Minifters Work is great: -

2 Cor2:6. Wha is [ufficieit for,thefe things?

1 Cora6.g9. 2. The ngoﬁtion is not {mall

which is made againft them.
t Tim.4.3, = 3. God’s loud Call is (as well
4, 5.as Minifters themfelves) for the
- Saints continual Prayers and Sup-
plication for them. A :
4. Their Weaknefs and Temp-

tatrons are many. . :

© 5. ThelIncreafe and Edification

of the Church depends upon the

S Succefs of their Mniftry. .

.« 6. If théy fall or mifcarry, Ged
is greatly. difhonoured, and his
‘Waysand People riéproached.

24ly, They ought to {ew a re-
2 Cor.3.49, Verential Eftimation of them, be-
2o. ing Chrift’s Ambafladors, ‘alfo cal-

- 1e& Rulers, Angelf:I Cre. they that

\,' " honour them, and receive them,

honour

Y 4" '. ..‘ .
Ao s



and its Difcipline explain’d. 13
honour and receive Jefus Chrift. '
Efteem them very highly in Love 1 Theff. 3.
for their Work [ake. ‘Agdin, he 13
faith, Ler the Elders that rule well, _
be accounted worthy of double Ho1 TimisATe
nowr, efpecially they who labowr in
Word azy Dottrine : that is, as I
" conceive, fuch that are moft labo-
rious.
3dly. ’Tis their Daty to fabmit
- themfelves unto them, that is, in
. all their Exhortations, good Coun-
fels and Reproofs ; and when they
call to any extfaordinary Duty,
as . Prayer, Fafting, or days of -
Thankigiving, if they. fee no juft
caufe why fuch days (hould -not be-
. kept, they ought to obey their ,
"~ Paltor or Elder, as in other cafes
. alfo. * Obeythem that have the Rule Heb. 13. 3,
" ower you, and [wbmit your felves.  ~ T17.
. 4thly. It is their Duty to take:
- care to vindicate them from the-
* - unjuft Charges of evil Men, or »
Tongue of Infamy, and not totake 7er.20.10.

ap a Reproach againft them by Zeph. 2.8.
report, nor to grieve their Spirits, 2 £or+ 11+
or weaken their Hands. . . o 205,323
: §thly. Tisthe Duty of Members: - - -

- to goto them when under Trouble-

" or Temptations. - Ghly-.



4 mam,ofarmcm, y
’ Gkl e isthc!r Dmy te provide

L ”'hefnand VoA oo
Lt t i 1e3: le to
' their State % Cdndiixm‘ Im

Cal_6: B bim that is # in.the Wordj
. cozz”mm;’; to ;I”/’h:hw rbéxpl;,aig
17 [ 0 15 Y ars
1578 foe e b wie pore
. cth a Vineyord dgedtethmtc{
the frust tlm ? &c. Evein fob.
ver. 14. the Lerd- ordainad, that they thal®
' preaeh the Gofpely foonld Live af the.
wr. 11 G’a/}iel.» If we bgve fown wnto ym
‘ {pfmr%l ingsy 35t agznbthm.
we reap yowr carnad things?
They fhowld mirifter to thet
cbtarfuﬂy with all rcadmefs of.
| Mat. 10,9 Mm are not to ask
m’ for ¢ 1o reeeive it
honmra y: T ’thmrﬁetSMamr
tenancestho it is not by Tythes.Gc.
ag under the ELaw, yet they have
‘noty ae joft anght toa
Maintenaree as the hadthm,
equity of the Duty xs the fame :
S D Q‘t Saviour, faith Dr. Omen, and
owen’s A-the. Apo ﬁle:slndn from grownds-
N,@m,oﬁEqmty and Joftice s and afk kind.
Laws and Ruiks of. Righteonf:
nefs- ampn; Mmoﬁ alt ﬁtts calls:
- feite , . 7hh,.
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Duty of the Members: to

e

 nd s Difsipline explain’d 1y
7th& It is their Duty toudbere -
and-abide by them in alt

tbcu' rials and Perfacutions for 2 Tow 4.

the Word: Tv¢ wm "ot dﬂumd 16, 17,18,

“adds amth
melr’.ilhl,m ‘

. Paftor, viz. to zgree to - come

—_ e T

RN A e

TF A R wm

e e

they were come; and-hal gae A8 1427,
rhersd the Charh toithe, Ba. a7
ty, Are there no rulm‘ Bb ,
ders e 25 the Paftor ?
. There might be fach h

the Pmnmve Apoftolical Charcly,
but we fee no ground to believe it
it an-abiding Offfce to conthmaé in

the Church, but was only mapor

rar

1y Becmfe we have none of the~
Quatifications of fuck Elders men -
tion’d, or how to be chofer.

z. ﬁec‘anf‘c we read net paxtkq-- .

'1ar1y what thett Work and

or how diftin& ”Wm‘“‘ :
Eders tbawc fecnoz -

C ch may (if fhe fees meet)o

choofe fome ablcznddd'acet Bre- :

thfen to be Helps in Goverrirhent'; Rom.12.8.

erhe(tmﬁ fications of - Bx-»
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16 The Glory of a True Church,
1 Tim. 3. fhops and Deacons dire®ly laid
- " down, and how to be chofen, and
Tita.5,6,7- their “Work- declared, - but of no
4 . ‘other Office or Officers in the
Church, but thefe only. N
el t. .May an E ‘f;qﬁ!
" Church if calledy warrantably admi- .
wifler. all Ordinances to another ?

- Al20a7, . dufw. No fu‘r'e}y 5, for we find no

- 2728 warrant for any fuch Pradtice, be
being only ordained Paftor or EF
der of that particular Church that

" Tite1- . hofe him, Gre, and hath no Right

‘f%::‘for Authority to adminifter as an

Elder in any other whereheisnot
fo much as a Member..

“Queft. May a Church call out a
T eacher that 15 no ordained Elder to

-adminifter all Ordinancesto them ?
. "Avf. You may aswellask, May
a Church a& diforderly? Why
were Minifters to be ordained, if o-
* thers unordained ‘might warranta-
- bly doali their Work ? if thercfore
they have no Perfon fitly qualified
for that Office, they muit look out
- o from abroad for onc that is.  Yet
- (as.we fay) Neceftity hasnoLaw;
wo . -provided thefefore they can’t do -
cither,, it is betger ;their,ffeachgr '
S - Dbe



and its Difyipline explain’d. 17

- be called to do it, than that the

- Church f{kould be without their -

- Food, and Church-Ordinances neg-
le€ted ; vet let all Churches take
care to organtze themfelves, and

- not through Covetoufnefs, or neg-

et of Duty, reft incompleat
Churches, and ‘o under Sin.  God

- tsthe God of Qrder, and not of Con-

fufion, in all the Churches of the

- Samts, And how feverely did God |

- deal of old with fuch that meddled
with the Priets Work -and Of-

. fice, who were not of the Prieft-
hood, nor called by him to admi- .

10 14,
33, 38

" nifter in holy things !
Of the reception of Members., - .
© Queft. W Hat is the Order of OF the re-

veceiving  Members ception of

into the Church, that were o Mem- :"'k'"““*"5

bers any where before ? nto_ehe
e ~onc o - Church.
. UTIW.IT 1 e rTLviT ifturt
- anaccount of his Faith, and ofgt‘g: Plal. 6616
- Work of Grace upon his Soul be- Ag 5 '2’6‘
 fore the Church;-and alf a ftrict 2'.27:
. Enguiry muft be made about his 3 Tobn0 100
- Life and Converfation: but if Kym, 14.
. through Bafhfulnefs the Party can- 17, 1.
; not fpeak before the Congregati- 1 Pet.3.15.
: on,™



18 The Glory of a Trae Church,
1Cora4.40. on, the Elder and two or three
more Perfons may recelve an ac-

- - countof his or her Faith, and re-

' _)tom.is.x,z. Eﬁﬁ it to the Church, But if

1 SatisfaGion by the Teftimony
of good and credible Perfons is .
not given of the Party’s Life and
~ Convetfation, he muft be put by
A% 11.2, yntil Satisfaction is obtained in
3 45 55 6 that refpe®t. Moreover, when the

o Maijority are fatisfied, and vet one

o two Perfons are not, the Chugch
amd Elder will do well to wait 2

- little time, and endeavour to fatisfy
fuch Perfons, efpecially if the Rea-
fons of their diffent foém weighty.

o Quelt. What istobe done when 2
Pexjon offers himfelf for Commu-
wion frors a Church that is corrapt,

“OF erroneous in Fromeiples?

Anfw. 1. The Church cught o~
take an account of his Faith 1n all

- Fur: Points, aod of the
Work of Grace upop his Freart.

* 2. And if fatisfied, then to fend

- alfotothat corrupt People,to know
. -whether they-have any thing or
not againit his Life and Converfz-
tion : if fatisfied in both thefe re-

_ fpets,- the Church may reccive
him, - Quett.
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Queft. To whem is it MembersTo whom
jein themfelves? isit to the Elder, Members
or Yo the Church ? . jointhem- _

- Anfw. They are joined to the felves.

whole Community of the Church, , .

ing incorporated as Members 121417

and theteto abide, tho the & > '»'%°

Pafter be removed by Death.

The Power of the Keys, with

Church-- Difcipline, and =
- Members Dutits one to 4~ -
nother, -

- .

1 WA/ E judg it neceffury that a A mnthly.

monthly be appoint- €4 o be

o . Da '
- ed ,particulaﬁy ﬁ}rtD}fgigline, ag;,d ;{pomted

- Lord’s-day, which fliould be fpent Pline.

not- to marage fck Afftars on the’” Difui-

the
in the publick Worthip of God, of

- § quiterent Ndtre : Deudss, faon
" things may (on the" account of"
' Difeipline) come before the Chur¢h

- which may not be rex‘pedicnr to be>

heard on the Lord's-day, lett it

* difiurb the Spirits of any Mem-
- bers, and binder their Meditation”
, on th¢ Word which: they have . °

newly ‘ |



20" TheGlory of a True Church,

. newly heard: tho in fmall Con-

o gre%ations perhaps a day in two
. or three Months mav be fufficient. -
The Power 2, The Power of the Keys, or
of the Keys to yeceive in and fhut out of the
committed Congregation, is committed unto
#o ke the Church : ‘The Political Power
A;?;CI.G ; of Chrift, faith Dr. Chauncy, is in
2 Thef: 1, the Church, whereby itis exercifed
~'3,6.1n the Name of Chrift, having all

_initfelf, which he thus proves, viz. .
. . ¢ 1. The Church eflential is the
“Brit Subje® of the Keys.
¢ 2. They muft of neceffity to
¢ their Prefervation, purge them-
¢ felves from all pernicious Mem-.
bers. - .
3. They have Power to orga-
¢ nize themfelves'with Officers. -
¢ 4. It need be that they call
¢an Officer from without, or one
*of another Church; they mult
¢ firft admit him a Member, that
< they may ordain their Officer
v ¢ from*among themfelves. o
¢ 5.~They have Power to reject
¢ a {candalous Paftor from Office
¢ and Memberfhip.
¢ This Power of Ghrift is ex-
€ erted

* lawful Rule and Government with- -



and its Difcipline explain’d. 24
< - .
. erted as.committed to them by
. the Hands of the Elder appoint- :
.. od by Chriit, the due manage- Dr. Ch.um
. ment whereof is in and with the ¥ o the
. ‘Church tobe his Care and Trutt, Power of
as a Steward, whercof he is ac: % Ko
¢ countable "to’ Chritt and the P 335
¢ Charch, notlording it over God’s
¢ Heritage. And that the Power
of the Keysisin the Church, a
to me from Mar. 18. If he
~ will not bear the Church , it is not
faid, if he will not hear the Elder,
oy
e, in dire®i e Church 1 Cor. 54,
to caft out the Inceftuous Perfon, i
he doth not give this Counfel to the
Elder er Elders of the Church, but
to the Church; fo he commands 2 Thef. 3.
the Church to withdraw from e- 6, 14
very Brother thut walks diforder- '
1y. Pur%e out tine old Leaven, thatX Cor. 5.7,
- you gy be anew Lump.: : -

Of Church-Cenfures.

»NOW as to Church-Cenfures Of Church-
d 1 underftand but two befides Cenfures.
* Sufpenfion, viz, (1.) Withdraw-

~ ing from a Me rthatvg&lks
- . o or-
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The Glory af aTrue 'éhc'cb,
diforderly. (2.) Caﬁmg out, or

Excommunicating {heh that are ei-
ther guilty of notorious or fcanda-

jous Crimes, of Herefy, &c. of
Anzfnntyof

"+ of contemning ‘the :

‘Church.
Bmﬂy to éach of thefe.

‘ fion. is to e when a
Manber falls under: Sin, and the
Chugche wants ‘time falty to hear
the matter, and fo car’t withdraw

. from him, or <aft him ott..

. 2. Ifany Mcmber wdks difor
derly, thonot guiley of fcam

vau dujous B ms,heorﬁn,asa aith

maken notice ht vo bead
monifbed, and d’e::gwoun
nfed to bring himh to Rej

' «OW 3. Far we ear thas theve-are fm
-3y 12.phichwalk diforderly, nor wor
: at ally buz are lmfy—Zodze:.
< a6 meddle with

Matters that con

»‘ cern thenr not, it may be (inftesd

of followmg theu' T:ade and Br

R e g
or td
~’a:'ﬁs.-df-tlis-B’r ‘ot of that

ey -beatue, or pirhapsifalte, 3d
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may be too to the Reproach or
Sandalof fome Member or Mem-

i fo, it is back-bmng y "
that tls ) notonous:hc ﬂaali ‘
without R epentance
not afcend God’s holy HlL vBad( Pfa.150,3

bi is 2 diminifling our Ne
bonrl, ot Bromecs Good N,

cplixc‘g by denz‘ him his due
ife, or ying any thing to
his G;arg lxl fely or nmguhr Y
or without fafficient caufe or evi-
dence, Thus onr Anretssors., But
thxs of. di{brdcrl walking does
uc a Cnme, but :
vals notfo 3 -Now then 2 Thefl
that are [lch, wmand and ex- ‘g.
bort by onr Lord FefueChif, thar
Wwith quictnefs shey work, and eat -
-their ‘own Bread. ’l’hcy mutt be
~admonifhed
71, An Admonition is a faithfbl
“Endeavour to convi& a Perfon of
-2 Fau!t, both asto Matter of Fa®t. - -
a ercumﬁance,anc}drsAdmo,- Vot .
“nition muft be Kicbe .
‘private,by thatgérvother at knows '
- vor ‘has knowledg -of: the Faait or ..
* Evilof the: Perﬁmoffen&ng, .
ther the Elder, orMember; for “
_ ey

L.
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* - any, private Brother ought to ad-

“monith fuch -with all care and

- faithfulnefs before he proceeds far-
ther. But if it be publick, the
Church (;:if'ht to fend for the OF
fender, and the Paftor muft admo- -
nifh him. before all. :

. 2. But if after all due Endea-
vours ufed he is not réclaimed, but
continues a diforderly Perfon, the -

- Church muft withdraw from him.
2Thef)2.6. INow we command you Brethren, in
-Diforder- the Name of our Lord Fefus Chrift,
ly Mem- that you withdraw from every Bro-
bers only ther ‘that walketh” diforderly, and

tobewith- yor gfter the Traditions be received
g’;‘wn from wus. This is not a delivering
(oM. “yp to Satan, Excommunicating or
- difinembring the Perfon ; for this

_ - {ort are ftill to be owned as Mem-

- bers, tho diforderly ones : the
Church muft note him {o as not to

" have  Communion or Company

2 Thel 2 with him in that fenfe; yer. count
I 4"1 5. bim not as an Enemy, but exhort

. """ him as a Brother : if any Man o- .
bey not owr Word, note that Man,

It appears that fuch who refufe to

adhere to what the Paftor com-

_, mandsand exhorts to, in the Name

- ‘ of
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of Chrift, are to be deemed difor- -
derly Perfotis, asfich are whomeet Heb12.23
% with et}‘hc Church hwth affem-

together to warthip God, or °
that negle® private gr' family -
Pratgr orneglect their attendance -
on the Lor ’s-Supper, or to contri-
bute to-the: neceffary Charges of '
the Church, or fuffer any Evilsun-
reproved ‘in their Children; all *
fach may bé lookt upon difordg&v '
‘Woalkers, and t to be proceed-
ed agai ing to this Rule,
or divulge the private Refolves of
th‘f_ Church; as well as in many like
cafes, o

A'Of private Offences of one’
Brother againft another.

1. A S touching-private Offences, of private
A the Rule Mar. 18. isto b’é Offences be-

- obferved, only this by the way tween Bro-

~ and the Name of God "be reproach-
R B ed

- muft be premifed, viz. if but éne tier and

Brotiter or two have the knowledg Brober.

- of fome¢ MembersCrimie, yet if it -

be publickly known to the World, '

]
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ed, it being an immoral A&, a

private Brother is not to proceed .

with fuch an Offender, according

..xa Mat, 18. but forthwith to bri

f18us.

it to the Church, that the publi
Scandal may be taken off.

2. Butif it be a private Offence
or Injury done to a Brother or
Sifter in particular, and not bei
a notorious {candalous Sin, that
Brother muft not mention it to one
Scul, either within, or withoot the
Church, until he hath proceeded
according to the Rule. .~

(1) He muft tell his Brother
his Fault, Moreover, if thy Bro-
ther fball trefpafs againft thee, ge
and tell him bis ][ betwixt thee
and him alone ;, if be fhall bear thee,
thou haft gained thy Brother.

Thon muft labour in Love and
all' Affe®ions to convince him of
hlilsFault‘,but if he will not hear

thee, .
(2.) Thou muit take one ortwo -

- more, but befure fee they are dif
~.creet Perfons, and fuch that are

moft likely to gain upon him: and

they with thecgarc l:golabour with

all Wifdom to bring him t(} thé
R en
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fenfe of his Fault : ’tis not juft to

- fpeak to him, as if that were e-
nough

3 no, no, but to take all

~ dae Pains, and to ftrive to con-

vince him, that fo the matter may

" *be iffued, and the Church not

2‘7.

troubled with it: Bwr sf be will Mzuag. 16.

not bewr thees take one or two more,
thatin the mosth- of two or three
Wimeffes every word may be cfin-

. blshed.

3. But if he will not hear them

. afterall due Mcans and Admoniti-

ons ufed, then it muft be brought
to the Charch ; and if he will sot

* hear the Church, he muft be caft
ot : The Elder is to put the Dr.Chaun-

" Quaeftion, whether
Brother

o

-
.

Voo e b Y0

in their Judgments
ncorrigible, and refufeth to hear
the Church; which palfing -in

* the Affirmative by the Vote of _

the Corgregation, or-¢he Majori-
ty of the Brethren byi the lifting
up of their Hands, or by th

lence; the Paftor after calling up-
on God, and opening the nature of
the Offence, and the Juftnefs of
their Proceedings, in the Name
amd by the Authotity of Chrift
. ‘ B2 - - pro-

-

Ihe

-

o

the offending > P-345-

Sifters
are not'to
. wite in the
RIr S1- ¢prch,
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o { Pmunces :th,e " Seatence - of "Ex'

. communication te this effe®. =~
The A& “Thar A, B. being guilty of great

of EXW’“'_Iniquiéy,,md ot manifefting un-

. munica- " foped  Repentance, . but - refufmg

2gnurc‘i: to_hear the Church, I ..do. in he

" -Cenfure. Name, and, by, the . Authority of

Chrif, propounse .and declare thas
ke is to be, ayd is hereby -excom-
- municated, excluded . or caft omt
of the Congregationy and no longer .
,Zbe ofzyxgd '2" lelta ey 02 a hj‘b{m-
3 Cor. «. . ber of this Church 5 -and this for
(,;Ot 5 _the defiruttion of the Flefp .tL
<his Spirit may be [aved in r&edg

: * .of -the Lord Fefus.
- “ And-this we believe is the fab-
" ftance of that which-the Apoftle

" calls a delivering up to he
- being caft into Worlsd%
* -i§ calledsthe Kingdom of Satan,

where he rules and reigns.
, * 1 N QpIIVErY UNTO oavan {(Gith
Pag. 343.¢Dr. Ch ty% fignifies only the
) ¢ {olemn Exclufion of a Perfon from
* ¢ the Commanion of the Church,
"¢ the vifible Kingdom of Chrif,
* ¢ and difinfranchizing him, or di-
“vefting him of all vifible Right
‘to Cl‘:ﬁnrch Privileges, cgflt:g



. andits Dsfcqhne cxplmn’d
him into the Km&om of the

, ‘World where the Prince of

Darknefs rules in the Children of

¢ difobedience. -And this being

, he is to be efteemed to beno

better than an Heathen Man, or

blican, oras an evil Perfon, and 1~

not to have fo much as intimate ci~
Vxl Communion mthal

Of Seandalous Perjbm' gmlt;

of grols Acts of Immorality.”

- (T TeTEREEET
v

29

Hi“. 18

~ JF any Member fallinto any grols Of Scand.-
A&s of Sin, as Swearing, Lying, lous Crim:s
Drunkennefs, “Fornication, €ovet- or Evils,

wsf?zeﬁ, Exto;;:gt or the f:.ke,

publickly fpread -

abroad to-the great fcandal and re-
| fl‘oach of Rehgxon, and of the :i%- ‘

‘ YNameo [

N LT

People ; the faid ffenderfoc g~
ed, the Church muft fend one or
two Brethren to him to come be- -
fore the Congregation : if he wilb

- not come, butdoth ﬂnght and con-

- temn the Authority of the Churchy
 that will bring farther Guilt upon-

lnm, for which Otfence he nars, -
B3 the <

~
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’ the Cenfure before- mentioned..
But if he doth & . his (g
is to be laid before him, and
‘Witnefles called ; and after he has-

‘made his Dv:ﬁmc:il and faid all he
_hath tofay, and the Congregation

TreChurch'finds ‘him ‘Guilty, then the fame

Cenfure on-Cenflire is'to pafsupon him, to the

notorions  end he may- be brought to unfeige-

Offenders o4 R epentance, and the Name of

s the [ime God eleqred ; dnd fome time muft

i Mac. 15, De taken to make it he

- hath true Repernitance, by the Re-
formation of his Life and holy
' walki:;sa&ervvards, before he be
- receiyed again, arnd-the Cenfare of
' urch in a folerm manmer be
taken off. - . ‘

Pig.343. " DrC ban}:qy putsihis Queftion,

- Queft. ¢ How: vs a Chserch to pro-
S ceed in c:le of open dnd voterious
- “Seandals ¢ o

¢ The Arfweris, ¢ theé matter of
¢Fa&, as (uch, being beyond all
- quettion ; the Church is to pro-
¢ ceed immediately to cenfure, to

¢ vindicate the lHonour of Chrift
“and his Church, and to 'manifeﬁ
C R to
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¢ to the World their joft Indigna. t- Tim. 5.
“tion againft {ich Notorious Of- 24+
< ﬁcnders, and wait for a well- 44, 5. 11
¢grounded and tryed Evidence /% 33
¢ of histrue R?emncemﬂer that * ?’ 5
* Ordinance o i53p-11, o
¢ pointed to that end.
Obferve, Tt is the inion of the
or, that tho the Perfon be pe-
- nitent, yet becanfe his Sin is open
,4 :mdfcandalous, he ought to be caft
to vindicate the Honour of
: Chnl’t and the Church, aspm'cof
~ Mis juft Punithment (that being on
. reafon of the Ordinance of Exoom-
~ munication) as well as to bring the
~ Perfon to thorow Reperitance ;and
- we are of his Mind. "Paul takesno -
notice in the cafe of ‘the Inceﬂuom‘ e
. Perfon of his immediate. Repen- -
tance; or if he repent not, then, ¢-c.
- But fays he, deltver fiuch aone ro Sa-
, tan, &c, Saith the Lord, if ber Fa- Nmb I2.
~ ther bad but [pit in her Face Joonld 14,
: ])e ﬂot be aj/;amed ﬁvm Days?Ler =~
ut ot fram the Canp feven
. peakmgof Miriam) and of-
ter tbat Ict her bereceived.i in again.
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- Ofded: with Hertticks awd
”ﬁlajj’bemer:;

o d“”"@ Heretxcks or He
with Here- A refy, the fame Cenfure, when
¥icks.  they are conviQed, ought to peE

againft them ; Herefy iscommonl

reftrained to fignify any pérver
‘Opinion or Error ina fandamental
Point of Rel on, as to deny tbe _

o e ol T
Chrift, or his Sansfa&lon Jof
 tification alone by _his RxghteouF |
eﬁgzﬁ deny the Refurre&:onof |
.~ theBody,-or eternal or
Sez Pool’s the like. . Yet our Annotators
© Amnot. on the Word fignifies the fame tbucxﬁ
- ¥-Cor. 11.with Schifin and Divifions
1% if fo, fuch that arc guilty of’ Schifm’
_ or Divifions in the Church, ought
" tobe excommunicated al{o. Here-
- fies are called Damnable by the A- -
ftle Peser;, without Repentance
uch canmot. 1be faved, as bring in
2 Pet-2Y. Dumiable Herefies, denying the
' Lord that bought them.
" Two things render 2 Man an
Heretick according to the comn}on
)g-
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fignificationof the \Word. 1. AnWho is an
- Egror inmatters of Faith, Funda- Heretick.
mental or Effential to Salvation.
2.- Stubbornnefs and Contumacy in
-halding .and maintaining it. ~ A4
Adan that s6.an Heretick, after the 1y, 3. 10
Jorft and [econd Admonition yejed, o
Now thatthis Rejedtion is all one
with Excommurication,appears by -
- what Paud {peaks, 1 Tim. 1. 20,
. Of whom is' Blymeneus.and Alexan- 1 Tim,' 1.
- derywhom I have delivered untoSa- 19, 20,
. -tan, - that they may learn not to Blaf-
.-pbeme. ‘Their Herefy, or Blaf
. -phemy was in faying the Refarrec-
: -thon was paft.
;. -Some would have none be coun-
- -ted an Heretick but he who iscen-
. wi&ed and condemued fo to be in
his own Confcience, miftakir
+ Panl’s Words, Knowing that he
. -that 1s fuch, is [ubverted, bemg
. comdemned of bimfelf. Hemay'be

¢ condemned of umfelf, tho not for

; his. Herefy, thforhlsﬁ)end.lgﬁ

+ -his ‘Time about Queftions, and

¢ ftrife of Wotds, to the difquiet-
ing the Peace of the Church;

ch
© or tho not condemned of lmnfd;'
© diredly, yet indiredly; accoir;ié
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' ing to the rt of his own No—

tion,. or what he grants about the

. Point in Debate, ¢7c.. Elfe the A-

. poftle refers to fome notable aad

notorious felf-condemned Hert-
tick. Itis a great queftion, whe-

" ther Hymeneus and Alexander were

condemined in their own

. epces,: about that Herefy charged

n them, and yet were deliver-

up to Satan. .. However the Rale

is plain,refpe@ing any that are fub-
verted, and refolutely maintain a-
ny Heretical Notion, 7.e. after he
th been twice (or oftner) ad-
monithed, that is,:afeer all due -

is,
-means afed, and.ﬁgns taken with
“him, to convinee hi

of his abomt-
nable Error; and yet if he re-

" mains obftinate, he muft be deliver-

-teous cenfure of the
~ .pafsupon him, as in the cafe of o

edaqptoSat.m',-.t:h::tt(i:stl.:l‘;:ell %
ur .

ther notorious Crimes.” Herefy is
‘Workof the Flefh : and bem; %0‘:::
‘conceive fuch ought to be punifh

ed by the Civil Magiftrate. :

Quett ¢
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- Quelt. What is an Admemition?
Anfp Itisafaithful endeavour What an

to convi&t a Pfgx}‘rfoa’ of agﬁlst both admonition

astomatter of Fat, and his Duty #.

thereupon, charging it on his Con-

ienee in the Naur:got‘dxc Lard Je- -

fis with all Wiflom and Authority.

i Qlegh What is aChrch Hdme- -
Gtien 2 ot o
Anfw. Whenan offending Bro-
her reje@ing private Admonition
Y one, orby;l:g'o gr thr;e"l’er-
e complamt be rought
:gt.'ts,he Church' by the Elder, - the
ﬂ'tnd;c!} Member is rebuked and
xtt (iin the Name of the m
to due K épentance ; if -
omvited, and " he repezlfs,' the .
hurch t’orgives him, otherwife :@ '
afts him-out, as I before fhewed. -~ -

Queft. AMay a Chonrch admit a:
ember of anether Con,i: gation ta .’ :
zve Communion with themy with- ..
i an orderly receiving bim a4
Lember ? ® : . Cita
AAnfw. If the Perfon is well o . ..
xown by fome of the Church, thm:tl A
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that he is an orderly Member of &
?hnr ofthcﬁsa Faith, hebe-

* ing oceafianally amongthem,
th:y may admit. him to- tranfient
.Commueion for that time 3 bat if
he abides in that Town or Gity

L ii’x”°“"%?é°£‘““‘i.§°‘i§ i

oL t40 have his
dﬁo‘t)n,ugandibbcdeh:;g;

to the care and watch of the
urch where he defires to comm-
mate.

‘ Qneﬁ. If anm Excomwatd
Perfon bath pbtained of god true Re-
s pertavce;and defires to be veftored to
. the L’hmcb,wbatw she manner of bis
- Reception ? '
e ?1% blick hfgg%m
an CKNnow
7 B Qe
n according. to -the ma-
';:;"ﬁ‘f‘ ture of his Offenc‘eu%mng giv
the Elder folemuly proceeds a
at. 13, declares in'the Name of the Lord
]el'\lsrm that the fentence which A.8.
2(;,,,. 2 5’ id-under (upon his unfeign-
ed Repentance) is taken off, and
x Ttm s. that he'is received again aas Men
bed,les0: To'the Praife -and Glory
f God. Queft

O,



and it’s Difcipline explain'd, ' = 39
Q. How ought a Paffor to be
da% witba?ui% he to the know-
e of the Church, or any Mem-
ber thereof, walketh diforderly.
and unworth»l{cof his Sacred Of-
fice,-and Memberfkip ? :
Take the Anfwerof another Aue

~ thor bere.
Anfw. *Thofe Members, to
¢ whom this is manifeftly known, 1o topm.
‘jonﬁht to go to him privately, and cecd againt
¢anknown to any others, (" with 3 5rdulzs
Sthe Spirit of Meeknefs, sn great =
¢ Humiliry ) lay his Evil before -
‘him, and intreat him as a Father,
‘and not rebuke him as there E- :
:qg?‘;mgch lefsas thci':' Infell;iour 5
wnd if t inupon him, then to
‘ receive hci}’ngi'gto their former Affe-
¢ &ion and Honour, for ever hiding'
‘itfromall others. But if after all
* tender intreaties, he prove Re-
‘fra&orz and Obftinate; then to .
bririg him before the Cuurch,
¢ aud there to deal with him; they
¢ having Two or Three Witneffes i
*in the face of the Church, to te- '
¢ ftify matter of Fa& againit him
¢ to their perfonal Knowledge.
‘ c 2. But
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3. ¢ But before he be dealt with,

'€ they muft appoint one from among

¢ themfelves,qualifyd for the work of
¢ a Paftor, to execute the Church’s

€ Cenfure againft him, ¢c. Yet

mno doubt, the Church my

Sufpend ' him from his Commu-
nion, and exercifing of his Office
prefently, upon his being fully
Convifted: = - .

- Q. Suppofe a2 Member fhould
think himfelf Opprefled by the

. Church s, or fhould be Unjaftly

dealt with 3 either Withdravm
from, of Excommunicated, has he
no Relief left him ?

. Anfw.. We belicve he hath Re-
Tief; and alfo, that there is no
Church iofallible, but may Ermr

Relicf for a in fome - points of Faith, as well
© Member un- g in Difcipline.” And the way

ftly dealt
L

opofed, and agreed to, ina gé
grmplo Affembly, held in y
1692. of the "Elders, Minifters,
and Meffengers of our Churches,
we approve of, which is this ; viz.
The grieved or injured Perfon may
enake bis Application to :&ijhr-,
Church for Communion thas
Churclimay [end ﬁrm'mere’;t in
: their
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their names,to that Congregation .
shat laamldu{t With him, and they
20 [ec if they cam poffibly.refbore him
20 bis place’y buar if they. cannor,
then ta report the master charged,
with the I‘:bof}, to the Church that
Jent them : and if that Congregation
fhally after a full Information, &c.
be perfwaded the Perfon was net
erderly veceived, they may receive
bim into their Communiome

i Of Guch that canfe Diwfxom’ ;
{r‘ Unduely /{ vate theme
felves from :ne Church,

-~ 'His 1 find is gencrally affere- -
T ed by all Congreg,ationalmmrc o
Divines, or worthy men, 7. e. T-hat piforders in

" no perfon hath power to dilmems the Chorch
ber himfelf : 4 & He cannot, with- ~ . .
out great Sin, tranflate himfelf from

- pne Church toanothér ; butought .

to have a Difmiflion. from tia?

- Church were he is. a Member ?

provided that Churck is orderty

conflituted, nthing being wanting

- as-to any_Effential of dalvation: 5

- or - of “Clivrch - Communfon <

* But if not, yaf'he ought toin-

o C2 deavour

v
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- deavour to get his orderly Dif-
miflion.. o |
Nor is every Tinall Differencey
in fome points of Religion, or
Notions of little motnent, a? |
grounds for lim to defire his Dit-
miffion. =~
That he-cannot, nor ought not -
to Tranflate himfclf, fee what 3
Reverend Writer faith : o
" ” He cannot, [#ith be, for many
 Reafons : !
1, ¢Itis wot Decent, much lefs
% an Orderly goingaway ; but ve-
Sry unmanrerly, and a kind of
, ¢ running away. . i
Phil. 1. 27. - 2, . Such a Departure is 1[101:‘::?‘-l
fit. 2. 10 ¢proved of in Families, or -Ci
‘ * .
“The great Societies. - - .
‘ Daxl:ger of o3 ¢ It deftroys the Rclatxonof |
cgm“}s,: Paftor and Peaple: For what
wrch,

Dr. Chauncy
Pag 339

- *may be done by one individual -

¢ Perfon, may be done by all.

4 © What Liberty in this kind

€ belongs to the Sheep, belongs to
¢ the Shepherd ; much more hema

¢ then alfo leave his Flock at bis |

- ¢ Pleafure,without giving notice of |

¢ reafon thereof to the Church.’

Rom. 1.31, " - §. Itis breaking Covenant with |

‘ Chrift,




. and it’s Difeipline explain’d, 47
‘ Chrift, and with the Comgregasion,
‘and therdfore a great Immorality ;-
“he being under Obl gation to a-
“bide fedfaftly with the Church ;
€i. e. till the Church judge he.
¢ hath a lawful Call to go to ano--
¢ther Church. . ‘
" 6. “It’s a Schifm : For if there
“be an'y fuch thing in the Worldy ag 4, 42,.
fitso Iparticular‘ ocieties. "1 Cor, 12,
7. ¢ Itisa defpifing the Govern» §- 14 7- 5.
¢ ment of the Church. cas
- .8, ¢Itis a particular Member’s Heb. to. 35,
* “affuming to himfelf the ufe of the. 3™ 1% -
- ¢ Keys 3 or rather ftealing of them.
9. ¢ There is as much reafon
¢ Perfons fhould come into a Church
- “ when they pleafe, without asking
¢ Confent, as depart when they
© ¢ pleafe.
10, “It is very evil and unkind
- “in another Church, to receive
-~*fuch an one, .as not doing as't
- Ywould, or [heuld be dealt with,
- ""11. Such Pradices can iffue in _
© “nothing than the breach and con- <4
" “fufion of all particular Churches
: Yand make them like Parifhes.
© 12, “Sach Departures cannot bo
7 *pleaded for in the leaft, but up-
{ ‘ C3 ¢ on
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¢ on the notion cf a Carbolick vifible
¢ Church, wherein all Members
¢and Officers are run into one
* Organized Church, which will,
%and muft intredice, a Co-ordi-
“nate (ifriot a Subordinate ) Pa-
¢ ftoral Government, by combina-
¢ tion .of Elders, ower all the
¢ Churches 5 and therefore by Sy~
¢ nods and Claffes. ‘ .
13. “Jt is like a Leak in a Ship,

.. %which, if not fpeedily ftopped
- S will Sink gt'laﬁ.;P" - -

14. * It tends.to Anarchy, put-
Lting an 'Arb?rf"ary Power in ev'ry.
¢ Member. _ :

- 14, ¢ It breaksall Bonds of Love,
¢ and raifeth the greateft Animo-
®fities between Bretheren and,
YChurches. -~~~ "«

. 16. “|t is a great Argpment of
&fome Guilt' lying on the Party.

* Thus the Dr.

Again ke faith, © It is no more
¢ in the juflt Power of a particular

~ $Member to diffolve his Church-

¢ Relation, than in a Man to kill
€ nimfelf: but by his faid withdraw.

: ment he doth Schifmatically rend
- S bimIf from bis Commupion, and

€

~
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¢ f Scparate himfelf Sinfully. « 3 Jude 19
. Quell. ¢ What i the it A2 of & 3 3-'5
¢ the Church, that cloathes this ir-11. 18.
. regular Separation, with the For- ‘,’;b'a;f" bl
€ mality as it were of an Excom~
¢ communication,
He Anfwers. (¢ Calling) this a-
: “ rpixh Excommunication 5. e, Ori-
inally proceeding from, and con-
‘Eﬁs 1):1, the a& gof the Brother
¢ himfelf, and is the Formality of
¢ his Offence; upon which proceeds
¢ the juft and uuviolable a& of
¢ the Church. :
¢ The Judgment of the Church
¢publickly declared by the Elder
¢ of the Congregation; asthe Dr.
¢ words it; wviz.: :
“That A. B. baving [0 and fo v
€ jyregularly and [infully withdy awn MixEscom.
¢ himfelf fromthe Communion of the ™1
“Congregation, we'do wow adjudge gom 1,
€ him a Non-member, and one that 17, 18.
&5 mot to Communicate with the? The: 3
& Cburch, in the fpecial Ordinan- 4y 13
¢ ces of Communion, till due Satit Jude 134
“ fattion 1 given by bim.. _
" Yer we betieve, “as the Dr’s O-
. pinion is, thata Church may, (i
- they.find the Cake tobe warranted -
S ‘ Ca. by.
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by the Word of God ; or asit -
may be circumfanced )give a difmif
fion to a Member, when infifted
on, to another regular Church, tho
: _ not in every cafe of fmall Offence,
Letnonecall of diffent in fome {fmall points of
theChurch adjfferentNotions,or fromPrejudices;.
Prifon, fince for that may tend foon to diffolve
tarily Cove. anyChurch : For what Church isit,
Dam with ity where every Member is of one
erous @ Mind in every particular cafe and
%ﬁfp thing about Notions of Religion?
bouds. And fuch that make Divifions,
' and caufe: Schifms, or Difcord a- -
moeng Brethren, to. difturb the
Peace of the Church, if they can-
- niot be reclaimed, muft be marked,
and dealt with as great Offenders :
It being one of thofe things. that
God hates, and is an abomination
to him.
Queft. What s a fu'l and law:
Il D.fmiffion of a Membento ano-
ther Church, upon his removing bés
Habitation, or on.ather warranted
- Gafes.
sinfw. VVe.anfwer a Letter
\ Teftimonial, or Recommendation
mo*;; I;f&of the Perfon; and if he intends
commenda.tO abide there wholly, to give him

r 3

310n, np *

T —
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up to that Commumion, and Fellow-
Mip, to be watched -over in the®om ¢
Lord. _ : Als 18.37.

Of Diforders,or caufes of Dif-
,_ftord:, pre:wnted, corrected
" avd removed.

k O NE caufe of Difeord is,
. through the lgnorance in

- fome Members of the Kules of Di-Mat. 19.15.
. feipline, and right Govemment 5
. particularly -that: Rule in Mareh. Diforders
" 18. not being followed. ' ‘Removed,
~_ But one Perfon takes up an Of
_ fence 2gainlt another, and fpeaks
* of it to this,or that Perfon, btfore
* be hath told the Brother offend~

ing, of it; which is a pa'pable
. Sin, and a- diredt: vielation of
" Chiifi’s-holy Precept : and fuch
. maft, as. Offénders themfelves, be
. in a Gofpel-way dealt with.
"~ To prevent this, the Difcipline
. of tke Church flould be taught ;5
- and the Members irformed of their -
* Duties.. - - :
* 11" Another -thing that caufes

Trouble and Diforder in a Church,

. IR °* . CS . 19
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i$ want of Love, and tander. Affes
&ions to one anotber ; and not
having ‘a full fight and fenfe of the e
great evil of breaking the Bonds

Rpb. 4 3. of Peace, and Yujty : O that alt

’ would lay this abominable Evi
to Heart, how bafe: a thing it 1§

to break the Peace of a private °

Family, or Neighbourhood 3 but -

0k 133 much more finful to difturb-the -
1333 Peace of the Church of the living -

. -God, and break the bonds.of the U- -
nity thereof. . Beheld, hom geody
dnd how pleafant it 155 for Brethren

10 dwell together in Unity! BuS,

©O how v?gly, and hateful is the

contrary ! ‘ A o
" 1L Anotherdiforderly Practice
is this, When one Mgmber or
another knows of fome finful a&t,

w53, 8,0r evils done by on¢ or more
* Members, and they conceal it 5
or do- not a&. according to the
Rule ; pretending they would nof
be lookt upon as Contentious Per-
fons: buthereby they may berome R
uilty of other Mens Sing,and allo 1=
ffer the Name of God, aud the i}?
Church,te lyeunder Reproachad - | :
all thro tln_eir neglc&. This 83 -\
great Iniquiry. y: Wy

b2

c g
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IV. When an Elder, or Church
fhall know that fome perfons are -

fcandalous in their Lives, or Here-
retical in Juigrent, and yet fhall

2 bear or connive with them.

V. When Members take liber- ,
ty to hcer at other Places, when At & 28,
the Church 'is affembled to wor- -

' ﬂu'g Ged : th's is nothing lefs than
a br

eaking their Cuvenant with - - -

» the Cuurch, and may focn dif:

folve any Church : For by the

fame Rule, one way take that It-

erty, another ; nay, every Mem-
ber ‘may.  Moreoyer, it calis a
Conteapt vpon the Miniitery of
the Church, ,and tends to coufe -

fuch whoare Heerers to draw off,
and to be DPifaffeted with the

Do&rine taught in the Church,
they knowing thefe Diffenters do
belong' wato it T echort theres -
fore, in the Name of Chrift, this

© may be'prevented : And any that -

kifow who . they are, that™ take
this Liberty, pray diicover thenifo
the Church. We lay noiefiraing
uporj our Mengbers from hearin
fuch, lv]\;ho are found inthe Fait

at .other tumes.” -

e VI TH
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. VL TheLiberty that fome take

to hear Men that.are: corrupt in

their Judgments; and fo take in
unfound Notions ; and alfo ftrive

“to diftil them into the Minds of
others ; as if they were of great
Importance. Alas, how many are
Corropted with Arminimnifm, So-
ciniansfm, and what not ! This cau-

aPer. .12, §65_great trouble and diforder.

: " VIL Whenone Church fhall re-
ccive a2 Member or Members of a-

" . nother Congregation without their.

. Cenfent or Knowledge : Nay
fuch that are Difordcrlz and may

be loofe Livers, or caft out for
Tmmorality, or Perfons filled with.
Prejudice without caufe. This is
enough ‘to make Men Atheifts, or
Jontemn all Church Authority,

¢« end" Religion :- For hath not one
gegular Church as great Autho-

htz’ from Chrift as another.

_ VIII. Another diforder is,when

, Members are received without the
aasg 97, general Confent of the_ Church 4
or before good Satisfaction is tz-

ken of their Godly -Lives, and
gwerfaqgm: Or when a Chyrch

. remifs in ghe reception of her
Membgss, ~ TP REFRR Arp-
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IX. Another diforder is, when
a Chureh flall receive a charge
againft a Member, (it being ap
gﬁ'e)t;)ccef:}ctwcen?rother and Bro-
er e an orderly proceed has ..
zcn made by the oﬂ[:ndcd Per. " 1825
n. : :
X. "When Judgment pafles with
: 'Part!ahzz,lome are cennived at,
. rout of favour or aff¢&ion = Le-
., v was not to know his Father
' or_Moether in Judgment.
XI. When Members canflantly
and early do not attend our pub-
lick Affemblies, and the worllip
of God on the Lord’s-day efpe-
cially, bot are remifs in that mat-
ter © This is a great Evil.
XII. When part of a Church
fhall meet together as diffatisf
ed, to confult Church-matters,
without the knowledge or con-
fent of the Church, or Paftor
- This is diforderly, and tends to
; ;i(ie\:iiﬁon',aﬁd_fuch fhould be mar-

.- XIIL Another thing that, tends
. todifquiet the Peace of the Church
’ i:‘!whcn there are any undue heats
i of. Spirity or- Paffion fheyed
i e i)
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‘iThe Glory of & Trae Church, .'
in the Paftor, or others, in ma”
naging the Difcipline of the Church.

Have we not found by experience
the fad effe® of this ? There-

- fore things muft’ be always mana-

ged with coolnefs, .and f{weetnefs.
of Spirit, and moderation ; every
Brother having liberty to fpeak
‘his mind, and not to be interrup-
ted, until she has done 5 nor a-.
bove one fpeak at once.
X1V.When one Brother or more
Piffents in the fentiments of their

* ‘Minds from the Church, in any

Jutle, 19,

matters circum{tantial ; either inre- -
pe& of Faith,Practice,or Dilcipline,
and will not fubmit to the Majori-
ty, but raif: Feuds 3 nay, will rend
themfelves from ;het_huxch, rather
*than confent. .

. 7 Query, what reafon, or ground,’
‘hath any Manto refule Commu-
-niion. with a Chureh that Chrift
-hath not Kkft, but hath Commu-
pion with? . . . .

< XY. When any - Member -fhajl
‘divulge, or make known to Pet-
“fons, not of the Congregation,
nex being concirned in thofe mat-
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ters, what is done in Church-
meetings, the Church in this re-
fpet (as well as in others ) is to
be as .a Gurden inclofed, a Sprirg
S wp, a Fountain fealed, This
oft times cccalions great Grief,
and the diforderly Yerion flould
be deteted, Is it not a (hame
to any of a private Family, to
divulge the Secrctsof the Fami-
g' ? But far greater fthane do
efe expofe themfelves unio.
XVLAnother diforderly Fra®ice
isthis 5 viz. When a Member {hall’
fuggeft, and feem to infinvate in- :
to the minds of other Members rRom, 1. 24.
foms evil againft their Paftor, yet
will not declare what it is ; and
may only be evil Surmifings, & out
of Prejudice 5 and yet refutes to.
acquaint the Paftor with wbat it
is': This is wvery abominable,
and a Palpable violation - of the
Rule of the Gofpel, and Dutsy of
Members to their Minifter. ~ Such
a perfon ought tobe feverely re-
buk’d ; and 1f"he confefs not his
Evils, and manifefteth unfeigned’
Repentance, to be dealt with far-
pr. Moreower it is 8 great &
A \

Ry

ant, 4.12.
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' ~ vil in another. to hear fuch bafe
Infinuations, and neither rebuke
the Accufer, and fo difcharge his
Duty, nor take two or three more
to bring the Perfon to. Repen-
tance. If. he deal thus by a pri-

*-~Yate Brother; it is- a great Evi

*"but far 'worlé toan Elder, whofe

. . Name and Honour, ought. with
~  all Care and Jeftice, to be kept -
npkas being. more Sacred.

. VIL. Another diforderly Pra-
@iceis, ( which caufes much troa-
ble) When the publick Charges

of a Church are not equally born;
~ but fome too maca burdened,
‘when others do but lictl¢ or no-
! thing. -
. And alio, when every one does .
1Cor.16, 9,00t Contritute to the Poar, a5
God has. blelTed then, on every
Lord’s day, or firlt 'day of the
Week, as he hath Commanded.
- XVl Another diforder is thiis,.
When Members retufe to  com-
mupicate. with. the Church_at the
- Lord’s-table, becaufe' fon-e-perfon-
~ ar perfons, they think are guilty
of Evil, and yer they have not’
Proceeded with thim a“"rdﬁ’?it'd»
s : ule :
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Rule : Thefe either Excommu-
nicate the Church, or themfelves,
or thofe Perfons at leaft, they
cenfure unwarrantablg.

I befecch you for Chrift's fake;
that this may never be any
more among you : You onght
- mot to deal thus with them ; or
- refufe _your Communion, ( tho
* faulty ) until the Church has dif
memZer‘d, or withdrawn from

them 5 or at leaft Sufpended

them.
XIX. When one Member, fhall
i believe,or receive a report againft
another,before he knows the truth

- of the matter.

XX. When an Accufation. is
- brought againft an El<er, contra-

- 1y to the Rule; which ought not ; rim. 1y,

- -be without two or three Wit-

neflefls, as to the matter of Fa&.
XXI. When the word of God
is not carefully attended upen, on

i Week, or Le&ure-days, by the

~ Members generally ; tho the faid

. ‘Mecting_being appointed by the

- whole Church. ' -
XXII. VVhen Days of Prayer-

and Fafting, and of publickThanks-

giving,
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giving,or when days of Difciplining.
. are not generally attended u .
Laftly, VVhén Gifted Bre-
>thren are not duely encouraged =
Firft privately to exercife their
Gifts; and being in time appro-
ved, called forth to Preach or
Exercife in the Church : And én-
couragment is not givem to be-
ftow Learning alfo upon them,
for their better Accomplifhment.
What will become of the Church-
es in time to come, if this be not
prevented . with fpeed ¢

What tends to the Glory and
“ Beauty of a true. Gofpel
- Charch. ,

what tends I Hat which Primarily tends

totheGlory - 1 to the Glory of a Chiureh

ot tch of Chrift, is the Foundation on
* which it is Built. -

L. In refpe® of God-the Fa-
ther, who laid this Fonndation in
his eternal Purpofe, Céunfel,and

" Decree 3 Bebold 1lay in Sion 3
16. 28, 16.and this is as the refult of his
infinit: Wifdom, Love, and Mer-

€y to his Elgct. ' -
- ILIa
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L Inrefpe® had unto Chrift
-bimfelf, who is this Foundation,

" 1. Heisa Suitable Foundation;
" 0. In refpe@ to the Glory of

- God in all his Attributs.ory
*3ly. In. refpe@ toour Good §
he anfwering all our wants, who
' glje united ~to him, or built upon
te, SR o
3. In fefped of vhe precioufnes
Chrift, as a Foundation; a
tone 3 A precitus Stone, a tryed

. Stone 3 and bur one Stone.

- ? In refpet to the Durable-
, nels

of it s, €, fure Foundation. -

«- Brethren; a Foundation of a

Houfe muft of neceflity . be laid 4

. no Houfe can be built without a

ood Foundation, that will ftand

‘firm, and unmo-able ; it is the

ftrongeft part of the Building,

and it bearcth all the weight of

the _whole Superfiru®are : Seo
doth Jefus Chrift.

_ 11l The Beauty and Glory of

¢ a true Church, confifts in the true

. and regular, or right Conftitu-

tion of it 3 nothing being wants

' © . ing

13

o e e




K The Glery of a True Church,
ing that is Effential to it, spon
thls aceount. -

~IV. It confifteth in the Excel-
lency, Glory, and Suitablencfs of
the materials ‘tis Built with, an-
fwcring to the Foundation,all pre-

" ciens Stomes, lively Stones allre-

L.Pet, 3, s,8cnerared Perfons.

& " V. In that all the Stones be well
Hewed and Squared ; all made
fit for . the Bujlding, before laid
in. VVere it thus, there-wonld
not be {0 great a Noife of the:
Hammer and Ax, in Cliurch Dif

vEixg6,7-cipline, as indeed there is. It
was not thus in the Type, I mean

- in_Solomen’s Temple.

VL It’s Beauty and Glory confi-
ftethin that all the Stomes being not
only united by the: Spirit, and
Fasth of the operation of God,te
Christ the Found ation, but alfo to
one another in fincere Love and

, Aﬁ‘ej(?:ilon. In :;bom 7,” the.Buila";

h. 2. 10,378, fitly Framed together, growet

o np ;mtaym boly Tmzile in .tfe Lord.
“VIL It confifteth in the Ho-
tinefs and Purity of the Lives
and Converfations of all the Mem-
be;s i Be ye Holy, for I am He-

by
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ly. Holinefs becomes thy Foufe
5 God, for Ever. . J f’,iﬁh e
VIIL It confiiteth in that fiveet
nion and Concord that ought te
be in the Church ; all like the
Horfes in Pharoah’s Chariot, draw-
48g  together :* Endeavouring .to Cant. 1. o
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 5P & 3.
. :Bmdo{ Peace. By this [hall all
Men know ye are Difesples,
if [wn Love one another.
- 1X. In their having the divine
Prefence with them : Or when xod30,
~ the Glory of God fills his Temple, s
~_X. In keeping out all unfan&i-
. fied, .or unclean Perfons, or if -
they get in, to purge then omt
by a ftri® and Loly Difcipline,
~ or elfe itwill fodn loofe it’s Beauty. | cor. 5. 5,
~ . XL Inthat Zeal and Equaliz'é. 7.
~ that (hould ‘be fhewed .in all to
" keep up the Honour, Peace, and ;iﬁ";"',.:.“'
~ Comfort of the Clurch,and the
’ Miniﬁcr‘y thereof.
© XIL In the Adminiftgation of .
~ right Difipline; to fee no negle@
- por delaying of Juflice, thro
. carelefnels; or Partiulity : No
, ways partaking of other Mens
- Sins ; which may be doncc 2&
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- Conniving at it 3('1.) By Lefen-
ing or Extcnuatizxg of it (2.) By
 Countenancing, or any ways la-

couraging any in Sin. (3.) By not
Re&oa%lig%_aylirothen that con-
feffes his Sin when overtaken. (4.)

- Not bringin%in a juft Charge a-

- gainft an O

ender, not rebuking
him ; and yet hate Communion
with - him. e

2ly. Not to wreft Judgment,

. out of it’s true and right Chan-

- nel : Nor to infli& a greater_cen-

fire than the Law of Chrift .
requéres on any. - o |

-+ 3ly. Timely td acquit, and dif

charge a penitent Perfon. -

S .%y. Not to da any thing out
- of Pre

judice, but in Love, and
Bowels, of affe@ion ; and to do all
in Chrift’s Name, or by his au:
thority. - ° - -

XL To Sympathize with the
‘Afiitted, Succour the Tempted,
and Reljeving the Poor and Di-
firéffed : Rejvicing'with them that
Rejoice, and Monrving with then
XV ek o
L . To fpéak evil of wo Aam;
Bet only fpeaking ho 'c{il of thcix3

' Bre-
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Brethren, but of no Man,to his
hart or injury, detra®ing from
his Worth and Honour : See
Sirach, Whether it-be to Friend
or Foe, tglk not of other Men's . | o
Lives 5 and if thou canst, with- sl
ot Offence, reveal them noe. We
muft not difcourfe his Faults,
unlefs in a Gofpel-way 3 and that
too, to amend the Perfon, and
.not out of Paffion, or Prejudice
to expofe him, but out of Love
. to his Sonl. Yet we may fpeak of
- the evils of others, (1.)When called
" todo it,in a Lepal or Gofpel-way;
and it is a Sin then to conceal
~ his Crime. (2.) Or whenit is to
prevent another,  who is in dan-
- ger-to be Infeded by his Com-
- pany, or ill Example. (3.) Or
in our own juit Defence aud Vin-
dication. - Moreover, confider the:
_evil of Reproaching of others,
- Firft asto the caafes why fome
» dO it! - ]
I, One Canfe is from want of
Love : Nay from Malice, and
: ﬁatrcdo ’ ’

3. From .
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" 1. From the Bafenefs, ill Nas
ture, and Cruelty of the accu-
fers  Difpofision.

2. 'Tis occafioned from that
itch, of talking and medling in the

Affairs of other Men.

3. Or perhaps to raife their
own Efteem  and Honour, fome
Degrade their Brother 5 which is
Abominable. _

Confider it is Theft, or Rob~
bery 5 nay, and ’tis worfe thaa
to Rob a Man of -his Goods,

. becaufe thou takeft away that

which perhaps thou canft not
reftore again. -

Moreover confider, That fuch
who reproach. others, lay them-
felves open thereby to Reproach.

. 3. Moreover know, he that

‘Receives, -or-Hearkens o the
Scandal, is as Guilty as the A-
cufer 3he is like a Perfon that
receives Stolen Geods, and fo is
as bad as the Thicf.

;  This being one of the Grand
and Notorious Evils of thefe Days
1 fpeak the more to it.

If you abominate this evil,and |
avoid i, youwill fhine in Gr:cna '
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and Vertne the more clcarl

Alas, in our days fome rofef:
fers ftick not to “vilifie Chrilt’s

61

Minifters, even the beft. of Men 3
and are o full ‘of Malice,’ they'

carc not .what wrong they do

their- Br:thrcn, nor to the-

truth it feif, or interéft of God,

and o fe themfeves to a Iaft-'

~mg Ihame, and ‘their Spirit, and
1& to, an abhoprance ;- the

are Tike . cirfed Cham who _dif-

covered his ‘Fathers nakednéls 5

~ thefe perfons violate all Lapvs,botb

lHu mane and, Dwmc.

*sly. When thcy beat one ano-

_“thers Burdens, and A{ Hifil the
" Law of of Chrift ; thaty ou
" may do this,. confidet . wberc is |
~ that Church in_which therc are -
no.“Burdens o be Born,

[ Mmm tbm 5 da ]
" 1. Confider what 3, Burden Jc«
fus Chrx& hath born for thec

What ‘a Burden- ;lyou haﬁ
to bm of thineown: "~ .
et ‘4 Magff

64
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3. Mayft not thou in fome thi
b_: a- B%?d:h to thy Brcthrcnn?

Wi dﬁthounothaveoth |
be:r th Burd =

Ve May not Godcnnféthocto-

bear a mare heavy en.
-canf€ " thon " canft adtu%at’ thy
Brother's 2. .

Rom, 3. fo. 6. 'Tis a fulﬂumg the Law of
' Lch, my the Lew f Cbn&.

a Cmgregatmn,?s tlie more ma-
R
urch, and t o ,
Paftoral Office is, mnmutzd How
‘cat was thie. Eusl of the gu.—
/cymg of Corah 2 The.
oﬁbmcthata:c Se
mx ofumpti omi; whe arg not” afr

. to fpeak evil of Dtmm

"God has put a Glory and:
 Dignity upon the Church arﬂﬁﬁ
lt’s uthonty and Power 5 Whem

nd on Earth [iall be bmud.-
neu.xom mqw,;. ' .

More‘

—_—n=
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‘The Soltmn Covenant of
the Church at its Conftis
tution. S

E who defire to walk tos
gether in the Fear
the Lordy do, thro '
the Afftance of s -
Foly Spirit, profefs our deep and

- ferions Humsligtion for all

" of ea

our

Tranfgrefions. And we de alfo fo-

lemnly, in the Prefence of God, and
b other, in the Senfe of ourEzek, té.

* ewn Umwerthinefs, give up omr6, %

Jebves to the Lord, that be may be2 Co8. 3.
onr God, and we may be his Pnpk,ﬂg;)z.zg,
through the Everlafting Covenant ofzé or. 64

; z:: FreebG'r'acc, eizl;b;;ch ala’:re“w!;' .
) to be acce, imy ¢ :
’ hzf‘bqed Son {;‘cfm Cb’r"?ﬁ, whom

we taketo be onr High Priefl, to

- juftify and fanttify us, and owr Pro«

t to teach ws; and t:{(ubja&,ta‘ B

*~ doim as our Law-giver, andthe King~

4

"
)

of Saintsy and to conform to ald bus .
Holy Laws and Ordinances, for
our Growth, EEﬂabtimmf, C[M‘
. : ) o



o (e2)
" Church- = Confolation s that we maybe as-a -
Communi-,Foly _Spowfe guto himy, and [cng
onproveds b -in our: Gmeramn, and - wast
far his fecand: Awmo, a onr -
e et by it i o
é. eing atisfed in the w
.?%?’6 245 Cj': bg'rch-Cammwm,dmd t:.t]_e Tru )
PL 122, 3.f Grage in Jowe goed meafure
" Eph.2.23. on ame amotbers Spinits, we doT
Eph-4.16. Jemnly join aur fekves togather
1 Pet. 2.5+ Foly mmm hmbly

St Qﬂa
2 Cor. we da promife wdmgngvm
;m]af nalbmaﬂHobﬂ?[
.o, - miliny,avd Bm*erb Eove, aruwb
:; Pee. 1, a5, mz«lmm M»A,WCMW
¥ mon. ) to. G
: Aglzo.:g 7] ?bre fehr:? u;: hvely ::{b. rek
1l 2 ‘a 's
' ? 1334 " 2 We domfﬁu wateh ovey
c PZI‘:; cach athers Covverfatians, amd mt
“Levaig. xz}:,f f‘éﬁ”] "Wd"fmf wvtb:fi
ceuer st
l::?.z;? -or anyaf, usy and ra ffir wp one am-
y Thefl. 5. ther to Love amd good Warks ; to
14, 13, Wdﬂ', rebuke; admonifis anc anather

~ Rom.13. With Mu&mf.t, accardng to. the
14 Rules



wnd it's Difeipline difile’d, 63
Moso%/cer, o;h{e){[g’aﬂ?oral Office,
i en e ignity s are Rev. 2, 1.
called Rulrs, hﬁnyu, (o rim 35
£ eny therefory so galt contem "3
og the (lﬁhurch, or Paftor, isP:M' ks
-great evil, and and 2 reproach to
k%hﬁft and teads to .Diforder
~and Confufion, o

- . Lafly, When Holinefs, Ri - pal. j10.
"ﬂoﬁgé Charity, Humility, g‘d ‘Pet, 1. 2:{
all true ‘Piety is preft upon the
Lonfciences of every Member, and
‘appears in the Minifter : alfo "that

all ftrive to excell therein, with

_their uttermoft Care and Dili-




64 71#_6‘10?:}' of & Tyue Church,

#4l. 87, 2T Now nty Brethren, That God
- K ‘lovessthe Gates of Siem more
than all the dwelling places o
Facab : Thergfore the - public

“ Wotlhip of God “ought to be

:r“;“ preferred” before private.
| ! 1, This fappofeth there ‘muft
k be a vifible Church, . :

" 2. And ‘that they frequently
meet together to worfhip® God<

3. That they have an orderl
Miiftery and_one_ordained El-
“dér, at léaft, to adminiltex all

Publick Ordinances. ’

< * g Moreofer, all. Perfons have
.Tree Tiberty to affemble with the
Church, and to partake of all
- Ordinances,fave thofe which pecu-
Tiarly belong 'to the Church; as
the Zo:d’s Supper, holy Difcipl;x:&
- : . ¢

e
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ey Difipline explaind. 6'5
and days of Prayer and Fafting, Neb. 9. 2
Then the Church of Old. fepa-

rated tbemfc.lm from all Stran.

G‘?ﬁt

Yet othees n auend'on all o-
ther pubhck rdinances with the
‘Church; ag publick Prayer, Read-
ing, and eachmg the . Word,
and in Sinng God’s Praifes, as
hath formerly been proved « may
Others )om in Prayer withws, .
and not praife.God with us, =~ -

O ny Brethren 1 let me
‘befeech you ‘to fhew your high
Value, and ~Eftimation for the
_pubhck Worﬂnp of Ged: - . -

n
1

I/l{mzm bcremo. 1_ -
1. Since God prefers it thus. "

2. Becaufe he is: fagd to dwell
Ja Stm Iv.45 his ‘Frabitation for
cver. The place, whtxe hls Ho Phal, b 132,13,
‘nour -dwells. '

" Here God is maﬂ: Gtonﬁeﬂl
Tn his Témple CVery one Tpea

- -



86 . The Glory of a4 True Church,
o of his Glory 3 My Praife fhall
¥l 25- 9be in the great Cmgregatiou.ﬂ'

* 4 Here is ‘moft of God’s gra-
cious prefence (as one obferves it.)

. 'y. His -¢ffe@ual Prefence; in
. ©x0d20.24e Ly places 3 Where I record my
: " - Name, thither will I come 5and
. “there will I blefs thee.
o i_(._ Here ;;hhe/lrore oftis incimate
Mat. 18,20, prefence - Where two or three are
i “gathered together in r:?/ Name,
there am 1 .in the m;)i[} of them.
Rev. 1, )3, He walks in the midft of the feven
Golden Candlefticks.

%, Here-are the cleareft mani-

feftations of God’s Beauty, which

made sholy: David defire 70 dwell
PAl 2. Guthere for ever. \

‘ 6. Here is- moft Spiritnal Ad-
“vantage to be got : FHere the

" Dews of Hermon fall, they -
- feend ‘upon the Mountasn of Siom.
3" Here God commands the Bleffing.

© even Life for evermore.. wil
rmxso.xsj .;bmdamy_&f; ber Provifion, and

P13,
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. amd its Difcipline explaind.

Rl G

(7%

[utisfie ber Poor with Bread, Here P;'al. 7316,

David's Doubt was refolved. '

7. Here you received your firlt

Apiritual Breath, or Life, man

ouls are daily Born to Chrift.' .

That good which is moft Diffa-

“five, is to be Prefirred ; but that

gocd which moft parrake cof] is
moft Diffulive 5 O magnific the

“Lord with me'! let us exalt his
"Name together. Live Coals f&-pgy, 5y, 3,

parated, {oon die.

8. Brethren (as a worthy Di-
wine obferves) the Church in her

_ Rlblick Worfhip is the neareft

efemblance of Heaven, efpecial-
1y in Singing God’s Praifes. What

Efteems alfo had God’s Worthies
.. of old, for God’s publick" VVor-
- fhip ? Jl/[_z Somd longeth, yea, e®

ven faiuter

-~ bernagles, O Lord of Hofts!

See how the Promifés of God
Tun to Sion, or to his Church :
Ke will blefs thee. ons . of Sien.

' © Iet nothing difcougage you: in
Co i * Your <.

for the Courts of the P, 84 s
“Lord. How amiable are thy Ta-



o8 Tthrjwfd Forne Church, .
o -waiting: at the Pofts of
- heift% “Déor . - David deﬂred
: Rather to be a Door-Keq:er
: Sthe Fokf¢ of God, ther to Dwell
" ‘dm the Tems'of 6,[/' h'edﬂe]} Yet
g6 9. 4 neverthelefs do not negledt
the Lord’s fake, private Devofi-
ony vz, Sccrct, and Family-
Pta r° ray o be fitted for
Wor p' Come out of
the Church ?
. h% ﬁgmﬁes all you do in
Pablick, if you are not fuch that
keep up the Wotﬂnp of God in
'your own Families ?

- O negle@ not Prayer Read-
ing ‘and “Meditation ! And_take
‘¢are alfo to" Fducate and Cage-
iehife your Children ; 3 and live as
"Men and -Womern that ave dead

2o this Warkd > and walk for

R ‘the Lord’s fake as bccomcs the

Go]jd -

~ -See that Zeal and Kﬂmltdge
- gotogether ; agood Converfation.
“and agooed Do&r{m go: together
.'Thlche g:m tqgether, ‘arg“better

That

o ' %



T

and its Difcipline explaiw'd, 65
Brethren, be that makes the
VVord of God his Rule, in what- -
foever he dcth, and the Glory of Bal. 4. 5
God his end in what he doth,
fhall have the Spirit of God to 3 ''* I%
‘be his firength. This is like So-
lomon’s Three-fold Cord, that will
* be One, or it will be Three; it
can't be Two ; nor can it be
broken, .

(e e e e e o &7 o T T
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(43)
Rnk:kﬁ zbuof‘Cbril? n th‘l;lé

3. We do premifz in cn efpecial Ephs.18,
qnarmer to pray for one ano:her and Jam.s.16. -
for the Glo and Increafe o}:his Cal- 4. 12+
Church, m{" the Prefence of
God in ity and the powring ferth of
bis Spirit on it, and bis Proteétion
over it to bis Glory. ‘

"4 We do promifetobear one ano- Gal, . :.
thers Burdeus, to cleave toong ans- Heb.1: . .
ther, and 19 bave a Fellow-feeling Heba13..
z}ittb.m anotber, in. all Condstions, Rom. 1 2.

h omvemard and imward, as God 15
in bis Providence fhall.caft any of ys 2 Cor- 11
into, - N 29.

5. We do promife te bear with? John .
" onc. anethers Weaknefs, Failings, ch ‘68'7
and Infirmitics, withmuch Tender- [y -
uefs, not difcovering to any without y4, -
the ‘Church, nor any within, unlefs Rom. 1.
according to Chrift's Rule, and the 12.
Order qf the Gofpel provided in that Eph. 4.3".
32

cafe. .
6. We do promifeto firive toge- ude 1 3
ther for the Truths of the Go]fel,g;al.'s. I
and Purity of God'sWays and Or- Tit:3.5..1°
dinances, ta_avoid Caufes and3 John 1.
Caufers ‘of Divifior, endeavouging 1o,
to keep the Unity of the Spirit ;‘Jn

S the
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. o the Bond Peace 3 Ephef 4 3

Heb.gaae. 7. Wedopromife to meet together '

8 104 25 om L,,rd’;Day:, and at “other times,
+'Maki 3. 160 45 the Tor jballgme us Oppertuni- -
Roms 14 pjeg) ta e-ve an glmjj God inthe ,

18. way of hisWorfhipyto e {jl one ano-
,&'5{‘6 tlm-fm to comtrive ¢ eGmdaf‘
l

hefe and all other- G’ojjwl»Du» 1

ti¢s we bumbly [ubmit unto, promi- |

o fing and purpofing to per, not |

: i our own Strength, being confcions |

of oisr own Weab!eﬁ bxt n .

Power and Strength of the BI:[:J !
God, whofe we are, an.

. defire to Jerve : To whom. be ley
0w and for ever-more. Amen. .

R
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