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NARRATIVE

OF THE

f PR0cEED1NGs

OF THE

- General mfemhlp

e 2

| OF' divers Pa{’cors 'Mcﬂ'en gers and Mmlﬁnng-‘

Brethrenof the T:‘aptt&ed Cburcbes, met together
~in London, from Septemb. 3.to.12. 1689, from
divers parts of England and Wales : Owning the
‘Dogrine of Perfonal Ele&xon, ‘and final Per-
feverance:

Sent from, and concerned fox more than one hundred

Congxeganons of the Fame Faith with themfelves.

A&s 13 6 And the Apoftles and Eldcr: came togetber for
to confider of this matter.

" | 2 Cor: 8.23.—Or our Brethren be enqmred of, theyare

tlu Meﬂcnger; of the Churches, and tbe Glory of C brt_/?

~ Londm, Printed in the Year, 16.89.
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The Elders, Meflengers, and Miniftring-
Brethren of the Churches met toge- -
- therin their General Affembly in the
City of London, Septemb. fyom the .
 3d, to the 112h, 1689. |
Unto the Chiirch of God meeting in -
| o fend Greeting. .

- Beloved in omr Lord}’e’fu('brzﬁ;" o

- wereto comply with that Chriltian and Pious Invitation -

IT doth not a little affe& our Sauls to fee how ready you -

- youhad, to fend one or two worthy Brethren, as your -
-Meflengers, to meet with the reft of us in this great Affem-
bly's for which we return you our hearty Thanks: hoping, ..
that not only.we, and the Churches. of the Saintsto whom we .
are related, at this prefent time will have caufe to blefs, praife -
and magnify the Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfort and -

Confolation upon this accoint 3 but that the Agestocome will . -

have fome Grounds to rejoice and praife his holy Name, hoping -
“through the riches of his Grace, and diving Blefling upon ouar
* holy Endeavours, fuch great and-gracious Effedls willattend the -
- ‘refult of our Confultations in this Affembly ; which were chief-

- Iy to confider of the prefent ftate_and condition of all the Con-

~ gregations refpe@tively under our Care and Charge 3 and what -
‘might be the caufes of that Spiritual Decay,and lofs of Strength, .
Beauty and Glory in our Churches ; and to fee (if we might be :
‘helped by the Lord herein ) what might be done to attain to a -
better and more profperousStateand Condition. . '

A2 2009 /And <



4 - A General. "Epifile
* And now, Brethren, in.thefirft place, with no little Joy we
-declare unto you how good and gracious the Lord hath been to
us,in uniting our Heartstogether in theSpirit of Love,and fweet
Concard, in our Debates, Confultations, and Refolves, which
are fent_unto you, there being fcarcely one Brother who diflen-
ted from the Affembly in the Sentiments of his Mind, in any one
thing we have propofed to-your ferious Confiderations, . either
in refpe& of the caufe of our Witherings, nor what we have fixt
on 5.2 means of Recovery to a-better ftate, if the Lord will.
- And therefore, .in .the fecond place, be it known unto you
that we all fee great caufe to rejoice and blefs God, that after fo

difmal-an Hour of Sorrow and Perfecation, in which the Enemy

~doubtlefs defigned to break our Churches to pieces, not only us,
-but to make the whole Siez of God defolate, even fo as fhe might
become as a plowed'Field, the‘Lord was pleafed to-give fuch
-Strength and Power in the time of need to bear up your Souls in-

- your. Teftimony for Jefus Chrift, that your Spirits did not faint
-under your Burdensin the time of your Adverfity; fo that we
- hope we may fay in the Wordsof the Church of old; Though a8 this
i come upor ws,, yer. we bave not forgottein thee, neither have we deal
falfly in thy Covenant. Our Heart 1 not turned back , neither baveour
‘Steps declined from thy way. Thiough thou haft fore broken us in the place
vf Dragons, andcavered ws with the (hadow of Death, Pfal. 44. 17,
18,19. Yet neverthelefs we fear Chrift may fay, I bave fome-

. ‘what againft you, 'becanfe you have left your firft Love, 'as he once
- charged thé Church of Epbef, and may poflibly moft Churches
“in England ; it is therefore good toconfider from whence we are fal-

den; -and repent, and do owr firft works, Rev..2. 5. : o
- ' Weare perfuaded one chief caufe of our decay is for want of
-holy Zeal for Gad; and the Houfe of our God ;, few amongft us
living up ‘(we fear) to what they profefs of ‘God, nor anfwer-
- ‘ing the terms of that facred Covenant they have made with
_ "him; the Power of Godlinefs being greatly decayed, and but

“little more than the Form thereof remaining amongft us.. The

“Thoughts of which are enough to melt our Spirits, and break

-our Hearts to pieces, confidering thofe moft amazing Providen-

“ces of the ever blefled God under which we have been, and
-more efpecially now are exercifed, and the many fignal and moft
-endearing .Obligations he is pleafed to lay usunder. The Spi-
-rit of this World we clearly difcern is got too too muchinto the

Hearts




: to the Churches. N~ ¥
“Heatts of moft Chriftians and Members of our Churches, all’
feeking their own, and ngne, or very few, the things of Jefus

Chrift ;. if thereforerin this there be no Reformation, the whole'

- Intereft of .the blefled Lord Jefus will ftill fink in our Hands,
and our Churches left to languith, whillt the Hands of poor
Minifters become as-weak as Water, and Sorrow and Grief feize
upon - their Spirits. . o '

< Thirdly, We cannotbut bewail -that great Evil, and neglet
of Duty in many Churches concerning the Miniftry. '
~ . 1. Inthatfome though they have Brethren competently qua- .
lified for.the Office of Peftors and Deacons, yet omit that facred
‘Ordinance of Ordination, whereby they are rendred uncapable
of preaching and adminiftring the Ordinances of the Gofpel, fo
regularly, and with that Authority which otherwife they might
do. Thofe who have failed herein, we delire would in thé fear’
- of God lay.it to Heart, and reform.

- 2. In negletting to make that Golpel-Provifion for their
Maintenance, according to their Abilities, by which meansma-
Ry of them are fo incumbred with Worldly Affairs,that they are
not able to perform the Duties of their holy Calling,in preaching
.the'Gofpel, and watching over theirrefpective Flocks. = - -
* Fourthly,We find caufe to mourn that the Lord* Day is no more
religioufly and carefully obferved, both in a conftant attendance
onthe Word of God in that Church to whom Members do be:
long, and whien the publick Worfhip is over, by a waiting ot
the Lord in Family-Duties,, and private Devotion. !
- -But becaufe we have fent unto you the whole Refult of this
- great Aflembly ‘particula_r-ly, we. fhall forbear to enlarge further
upon thefe Caufes of our Withering and Decays. = *
.. One Thing you will find we have had before us, and come td
aRefolve about, which we are ‘perfwaded will prové an ‘ex:
ceeding great Blefling and Advantage to the Intéreft of
Jefus Chrift in our Handsy and if the Lord enlarge alt our
‘Heares, givea revival to the finking Spirits of ‘the Mourners in
Siony and to languithing Churches too, which is, that of a gene-
ral or Publick Stock, of Fund of Mony to-be raifed forthwitl.
-Firft, By a Free-will Cflering to theLord : And, fecondly, by
-a Subfcription, every one declaring what heis willing to give,
- “Weekly, Monthly, or Quarterly, toit. .= 500qgle
And now,: Brethren, we muft fay, theLord is about to try



6 A General Epiftie | ‘
~you in another way than ever you have been tried to this Day,
becaufe, till now, no fuch Thing was fettled amongft us, and
fo not propounded to you. It will be known now, whether
you do love Jefus Chrift, and his Blefied Intereft, Gofpel, and
Church, or no; 5. e. Whether yon love him more than thefe,
- ormore than Son or Daughter.’ O that you would at this
- time fhew your Zeal for God, and let all Men fee the Woild is
not fo in your Hearts, but that Jefus Chrift hath much room
there : 'Tis to be given towards God’ Holy Temple, to build-
p his Spiritual Houfe which hath 2 long time fain as wafte,
Remember how willingly the Lord’s People offered mpon this
Account formerly ; ‘tis fome great as well as good Thing the |
Lord, and we his poor and unworthy Servamts and Minifbers, ?
do expett from'yos. God has wrought a great Work for :
- us, O let us make fome {uitable retarn of Duty to him; and: \
aét like a People called, loved,. and faved by him. Shall fo
much be {penc needlefly on your own ceiled Houfesy on coftl
Attire and Drefles, and delicious Di¢t, when God's Houfe
Hes almoft wafte! We are therefore ‘become. humble Suppli-
cants for our dear Mafter, and could entreat yovon:our bended |
Knees, with Tearsin our Eyes, to pity Siom, if it might bat |
move your Hearts to Chriftian Bounty and Zeal for Her and ‘-
the Lord of Hofts.” We fear God did letin the Enemy upon
ys to confume us' and wafte our Subftance, brcaufe to this
Pay we have with-held it from him, when his Caufe, Gofpel;
-and Churches called for more thanever yet you pasted withy.
and that a Bfaft has been upon oor Trades and Eftates for our
remifsnefs in this Matter. May we not fay, Ye locked for mmchy,
: and lo it came to little 5 and when ye brought it bome, the Lord did
. blow upon it ? Why, becanfe, faith God, mine Fonfe that is waffe,
and ye run every one to bis own Honfe, Hag. 1. 0. But if now we
reform our Doings, and thew our Zeal for Chrift and his Go.
fpel, and love to him, and act as becomes a willing People pro-
feffing his Name, you will fee you will be no lofers by it : For
Fwill, faith the Lord, openthe Windows of Heayem, and pour ons -
a Bleffing that there fhall vior be rooms enough to receive it, Mal.3.10.
If. the &’Ot‘th of Souls, the Honour of God, the Good.of the
Church, the glorious Promulgation of thé Gofpel in the Na-
sion, the Credit-of your Profeflion, your own Peace, and that
_weight of Etermal Glory be-upon your Spirits, we doubt not -
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but you will giveevidence of it at this Time; and fo fhall yog
busld tieold wafte Places, andraife nt_thal"mdm'cm of many Go-
seratsows 5 amdbe she. Repairevs of the Breaches, and Refiorers of
Paths to dwell imy Ha. 8. 12, ' E - .
"~ We to thefe great and good Ends, have thounght upon and
appointed a Solema Day to Faftand Mourn before the Lord,
and to humble our felves, and feek his Face, that a Blefling may
attend alt that we have done, ‘and you with us may: yet further
do for his Holy Name fake. - -~ -~ '~~~

A Gemeral Fafp appointed | in oll the Cmgreg&iom. on the
: zoth of Oltober mexs, 689, with the Canfes and
. Resfows thereof. -~ .

; Tse main and principal Evils to be bewailed and moure’d
-wg;eforethelmd.onthacba » anqa;follo;::. d P

- Firff 5 Thofe many gricvous in and Provo-
-cctions,’ not only of %he whole Nation, bugts’ alfo of the Lord's
-own Peapley a5 confidered in oprapublickapd private Smnoilcs‘i

particularly that &Cat decay of firft Love, Faith, and
~ -for the Ways and Worlhip of Ged ; which hath been apparent,

not onlyin our Churches, but alfoin Erivate Families. = -
‘Stcondly; That this Declenfion and Baddhﬁlﬁ hath been, we fear, for 2
long feries of time, and many fore Judgments God has brought wpon the Nad-
-on ; and a firgage Death of late come upon the Lord’s faithful Witmeffes, befides
divers painful Labourers in Chrift's d called Hame, and but few raifed up
in cheirfiead ; lictle faccefs in the Miniftry 5 ftorms of Perfecution having been
fdifed ipodt us, 3 iew War commenc'd by the Beaft, ( through the Divine
‘Permiffion of God, and Hand of his Jnffice ) to a toeal overcommg to appear-
- ance the Witneffes of Chrift in thefe Hles ; befides his more immediate Strokes
by Plague and Fire, €. -God blafting all Efiays nfed for deliverance, fo thar
. we ‘wert ahmeft without hope, therefareour Sins thatprovaked the Righteous -
and Juft God vo bring ‘all thefe Evils upon us, we ought to bewail and mourn
for hefore him. But:withal not to forget his Infinite Goodnefs, who when he
-faw that our, Power was gone, and that there was none fhue up or lefe, that -
he fhould chus appear for our Help and Deliverance, in away and
unthought of byws, .. . . , ‘
Tbirdly; The .Things we fhould therefore in the next place pray and -
‘cry to the Lord for, 1s, that he would give us true, broken, and penitent
Heart for all our niquities, and the Sins of his People, and wath and
cleanfe away thofe Pollutions with which we have been defiled; and alfo
powr forth more of his Spirit upon us, and open the Myfterics of his W;r:,t ‘
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thatwe rh;y underfland wheregbouts we are, inrefpe& of thelatterTime, and’

what he is 2 doing, and know our Work, and thac-a Blefling may attend all the
" Churches of his Saintsin thefe Nations, and that greater Light may break forth,
and the Glory of the Lord rife uponus, and thac the Word .may not any more.
be as a.mifcarrying Womb and dry Breafls, but thac inevery-place Multitudes

may be turned to the Lord, and that Love and fweet Concord may be found a--

mong allthe Lord’s People in thefe Nations, that the great Work begun therein

o unexpe@edly, may go onarid be perfe@ed, to the praife of his own Glory. -

- Likewife to put up carneft Cries and Supplications to the Lord .for the
fineal /Seed of Abraham, the poor Jews, that they may be called, and both
' j;vrvsﬂand Gentiles made one Sheepfold, undeér thac one Shepherd Jefus
C i . - . \ . . . . - ~

" Thefe are fome of thofe Things we have thought- to lay: before you,
and which we hope wefhall be helped with you.to (prggl!beforc«thc Lord on

that Day, with whacfoever elfe you or we may be help’d to confider of : hoping

ou will not forget your Paftors and Minifters in your Prayers,  and what we
‘zvc been enabled to come to 2 Refolve abous, fo that all may be ficceeded
with a glorieus Blefling from the ‘Almighey, that the prefent Chirches, and

. thofe Saints who. fhall come after us, may have caufe to praife. his Holy Name.s.

Which is the unfeigned Prayer and Defire of us,.who fubfcribe’ our felves your
Servants for Jefus fake, : . I o

?{,“”f”d Knowllys, © - | Samwel Buseall; - - | Lowid Harifos, - .
Wiam Kij - T aacLamb,” ~- . . |'Edward Pricg. ... :
ArdrewGifford, . - | Chvifiopher Price; . - = Williams Phipsy,

Robert Steed, - Robert Keate, . | William Facey, . -

Thomas Vanxe, . L . Richard Tidmarfh, - Fobn Bald, ,
Wiiliam Collins, | Fames Webb, | William Hankins,- . ' -
Fohin Fomkins, . | Fobm Harris; - | Samwtl Esoer, "
Toby Willes, © o { ThomasWinnelly . . Y Paul Fruin, .
George Baryette,. Fames Hitt, PR L
Benjamin Keach, _Hurcules Collinsy -~ "] In the Name and "behalt
‘Daniel Finch, - | Richard Sutton, . . of the whol¢ Aflembly,
Fobn Carter, . ) Robert Kuighty * | < .

, L.mnmnd.' "Tis agreed to by us, that the next ch;eral‘Aﬂ‘cmbly be held it
.. Londen, onthatDay which is called Whitfon-Mnday, 1690.] " _
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The N ARR ATIVE of the Proceedings of the Elders.
_and Me[Jengers of the Baptized Congregations, in. their
General Aflembly, mer in London os Septemb. 3,
“to12, 1689, ‘ . A -

X Y Hereas weé the Paftors and : Elders of the feveral
R Churches, in and about Londen, did mezt togethers,
: - aiidferioufly take into our confideration the parti-
cular States of the Baptized Churches among ouy felves 5 and af-
ter a long Perfecution, finding the Churches generaliy under
%rcat Decays in the Power of .Godlinefs, and Defe&tsof Gifis:
or the Miniftry ; * Alfo, fearing that the fame Decays, and De-
fects might be aniong the Churches of the fame Faith and Pyro-
feflion throughout England and Wales, many of their Minifters
being deceafed, many having ended their Days in Prifon, :many
fcattered by Perfecution to other Parts, far diftant from the
Churches to which they did belong.. From a dug fenfe of thefe
-Thingsdid by their Letter, dated Fuly 28. 1680, write to-all the,
aforefaid Churches throughout England and Wales, to-fend their
Meflengers to a General Meeting at London, the 34 of the 7il
Month, 1689. And being met together, the firft Day was {peng
in humbling our felves before the Lord, and to {eek.of, him a
right way to direct into.the beft Means and Method to repaig
our Breaches, and to recover our felves into our former Ordery, -
Beguty, and Glory. in‘profecution thereof, upon the 4rb day
of the fame Month, We,. the Elders, miniftring Brethren and
Mgflengers of the Churches in and about London, and Elders,
“Miniftripg-Brethren & Meflengers of the,feveral Churches from
" feveral parts of England; and Wales hereafter mentioned, being;
again come together, after firft: folemn feeking -the: Lord, by
Prayer, did conclude uponi thefe following Preliminaries, ard,
* lay them down as the Fouridation of this our Affembly, and
Rulgs fot our Proceedings ; Whetein /all-the Mellgngers of the
Churches afarefaidyi-in: City and Gountry. (as well for, the Sa-
tisfaction -of  eyery: particular Church; a3 alfo to- préysat, all,
Miftakes, Mifapprelienfions and Inconveniencies that might a-,
rife in_time to come concerring this GeneraliAlfembly.) . do:fo-,",
emnly, unanimoufly, proféfs and declare;; ) 4
PR A  N U B 1. That
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1. That we difclaim all manner of Saperiority, Superintendens
¢y over the Churches ; and that we haveno Aurborsty or Power,
to preferibe or impefe any thipg upon .the Faith or Practice of -
any of the Churchesof Chrift. Our whole Intendment, is to -
be helpers together of one another, by way of Counfel and .
. Advice, in the right underftanding of that perfett Rule which
our Lord Jefus, the only Bifhop of our Souls, hath already pre-
fcribed, and given to his Churches in his Word, and therefore -
do feverally and jointly agree, ’ ' '

2. That in thofe things wherein one Church differs from a-
nother Church in their Principles or Practices, in point of
Communion, that we cannot, (hall not, . impofe upon any par--.
ticular Church therein, but leave every Church to their own
Hberty, to walk together as they have received from the Lord.

3. That if any particular Offence doth. arife betwixt one
Chaurch and another, or betwixt one particolar Perfon and a- .
nother, no Offence fhall be admitted to be debated among us,
till the Rule Chrift hath given (in that Matter) be firft Ans
fwered, and the Confent of both Parties-had, or fufficiently .
endeavoured, - B ' A .

.4 That whatever is determined by ws in any Cafe, thall not
be binding to any one Church, till the Confent of that Church .
be firft had, and they conclude the fame among themfelves,

s. Thatallthings we offer by way of Counfel and Advice,
be proved out of the Word of God, and the Scfiptures an- -
6. That the Breviats of this Meeting “be tranftribed, and - .
fent to every particular Church with a Letter. o .
.« = That the Meflengers that come to this Meetings be recom-
mended by a Letter from the Church, and-that none be ad- .
mitted to fpeak in this Alfembly, unlefs by general Confent. . .

The Letters from feveral Churches being read, the Meeting
was difmifled till next day, and concluded in Prayer.
RN _ Septemb. §. 1689. - o
- . After folemn feeking -the Lord, all the Elders, Miniftring- -

Brethren, and Meflengers aforefaid, confidered, debated -and
concluded, That a publick Fand, or Stock was neceflary: And
came to a Refolve in thefe three Queftions ; 1. How to Raifeit.

2: To what Ufes it fhould be difpofed. 3. How to Secure

it, |

! OuefF. 1.




 Proceedings of the. Affembly. 1
Quelt. 1. How or by whar Means thie Publick, Fund, vr Stock,

. .®,

fbontd be raifed?  Refolved, -

1. Thatit fhould be raifed by a Free-Will Offering.  That
every Perfon fhould communicate (for the Ufes hereafter
mentioned ) according to his Ability, and as the Lord fhall
make him willing, and enlarge his Heart 5 and that the Chur<
ches feverally among themfelves do order_the Calledtion of it
. with all convenient fpeed, that the Ends propoftd may be pus

-iato prefent practice. - . S L

. 2. That for the conftant carrying it ony there be' an annual
-Colletion. made in the feveral Chusches, of a Half-pen-
‘o Pepny, gd, 34, 44, 64, prv Week, more;or ifs, m every
Perfon fhalk be made willing, and that eyery Gongregation do
agree among them{elves to collect it, cither Weekly, Monthly,
~or Quarterly, according to their own conveaiencey and shat

Minifters be defired 0. fhew 8 good Bxample herein. Exvd 3.

4y 3 1 Chron. 29, 14. Mal.' 3. 10.  Hag, 1;9: uCoBatsua -
!, 3, Thatgyery. particulat Qhinrch-da appointtheir Deacons,
-or any. othes fathful Brothers to colledt, and-to acquaint the
* Church with the Sum colleted, and remis it Quarterly into she
Hands of fuch Perfons as.are hereafter nominated aad appoin-

“ted to receive it at Londen 5. the Grft quasierly Paimentto be

-made she gt of, Decembir,next. -~ 1 Sy

. . 4 That the, Perfoss apppinted to reccive all the aforefaid
‘Colletionss -be. iour -Honoured and' well-beloved  Brethren,
whefe Names, we Bave f3ng you in a printed Paper byit felf,
all Iivi’ngﬁnmd abont Lowdon ;, and when any of thefe afore-
“fai Brethiren dies. then the majpr part. of the Survivors of
- -them, fhelt'nomindse and appoint -another Brother in his ftead,

-to be confirmed, or refufed, at the next General Meeti

of this Afferihily. ~ And that the faid' nine Brethren thall disburfe .
it from time to_ time, fos the Bfes hereafter mentioned, ag;" -
~cording to the fatisfaltion they, or the major past of themygr:, -

fhall have from the Information and Teftimony of any two

Churches in this Allembly, or from the Teftimony of any par- .
‘ticular Affociation of Churches in the Country, or from the
Satisfaction they fhall have by any other means whatfoever.

. Queft. 2. To what Ufes this Fundy or Publick, Stock, fhall be -
difpofed 2 Refolved, ' s

D » Sy e



12 - A4 Narrative of
<~1.: To-communicate thereof to thofe Churches that are not
 able to maintain their own Miniftry y and-that their Minifters:
may be encouraged wholly to devote themfclves to the great
Work of Preaching the Gofpel. ‘ .
-+ 2, To fend Minifters that are ordained (or at leaft folemn--
ly called) to preach, both in City and Country,where the Go-
fpcl'hath, or hath-nét yet been preached, and to vifit the Chur-
ches ; and thefé to be chofen oiit of the Churches in London, or
in the Country ; which Minifters are to be approved of, and.
fent forth by two Churches at the leaft, but more if it may be.
- 3. Toaflift thofe Members that {hill be found in any of the
aforefaid .Churchies,’ that. are difpofed for Study, havean in-
viting Gift; dnd ' are found in Fundamentals, in attaining. to
the knowledg and ‘underffanding of the Languages, Latin,
Greek,-and Hebrew. Thefe-Members to. be reprefented to
the Nine Brethren in Lowdon, by any two-of the- Churches that

belong t6 this Aflembly.. -3 -1 .o .o Tl
. Refolved, The Mony-colledted, be returned, a¢ is ekprefled
in a Pfated Faper: before mentioned, to diie of the'Nine Bres
~ thren mentioned in the faid Pdper.. ~ .. v
- - »Refolved and conclided, “That every quarter of a Year, an
‘A¢count-fhall be taken by-thofe: Nine Brethier in London,i nos
mipated in the printed Paper aforefaid, of all the Receipts
and Disbarfments belorigfng *to thi§ dforefaid Fund, ‘or Stogk :
With an-Accoint figned by’ théih of the ritajor ‘patt of themy.
{hall be fent and tranfmitted to one:Church in every. County{
and from that Church to:be communicated to all the reft of
the Churchesaforefaid within ‘the fame Gounty, with-all donk
«vertiént fpeed. - The firft: Account to be made afid.fent.the 5¢h-
‘of Famuary néxts’ = Lot iDL S Gai T
=" Refolved, Thit whatiCHarges foever ‘the faid Nine Brethren.
are at in the Serviceof this Aflembly, fhall be difcharged out.of
theaforefaid Stock. - - - - YUt -

PEPEE

f
- . RENED . T PP S L ) .
Cal oo . TR .’:".S RS T APTEAE B IS B aotU SVl L
RIS LI Uiy a1 DV J,. L)
S I RENE RO B0 I Gl o ot O -
. P I e ,j‘:»\ ‘ ". :
- . -
R N - N e g
7 . L
[ Yol Vo b




O ke Proceedings of | ibe Aﬂ@mb{y Ca }

“ a

The Queftions Propofed from the feveral Charches, De-
- bated, and Refolved. o

Queft. WHether it be not expedient for Churches that live near
-] together, and confift of fmall mumbers, and are nor
able tomaintasin thesr opn Miniftry, to join together for the better and
more comfortable [wppore of thesr Minsfiry, and better Edification ome.
of anather ¥ o S
- «Anfw. Concluded in the Affirmative. E R
Q. Whether it is not the Dusy of every Charch.of Chriff to maintain’.
[uch Minifiers as ave fee apart by them, by allowing themis comfortable.
Maintenance according to their Ability ? I
.- A. Concluded in the Affirmative, 1 Cor. 9. 9,10, 11, 12, 135,
14. Gal.6.6. . oo T TD TR
- Q. Whether every Ciurch onght not ta endedvonr not onlyto provide
themfeives of an able. Miniftry for the. preaching of the Word, bup
#lfo 2o fer apart to Office, andin a folerm manner ordain [uch as are
duly qualified for the fame ? S
4. Concluded in the Affirmative. 4% 14.23. Tit.1.5. =
Q. Whether it is not thie liberty of Baptized Believers to bear any
Jaber .and piows Men of the. Independent and Presbyterian Perfuafion,
whenthey bave no opportunity to atend upon the preaching of the
Word in their own Affembly, or have no otherto preach unto them 2 -
. A..Concluded in the Affirmative, 4. 18.24, 25, 26. .
- Q. Whether the comsnuing of Gifted-Brethren many Years npon
trial for Elder[hip, or.any Perfon for the Office of a Deacon, withons
ordaining them, altho qualified for the -fame, be not omiffion of an
Ordinance of God? = . ¢ . S
'A. Concluded in the Affirmative. ) L. :
- -Qq. What.1s.the Duty of Church-Members when they are difpofedto.
mayry, with refpelk to thesr Chosoe ? . - . B
. A, Toobferve the Apoftle’s Rule, to marry only in the Lord,
g Cor.7.39., . - .. . .. L e
« Qs Whether,when the Chuxch bave agreed upon the keeping vf one day. -
weekly, or monthly, (befides the firft day of the Week ) re worfhip Gudy
and perform the neceflary Services of the Church, they may nef charge
Soch: Perlons with evil that neoleft fuch Meetings: and lav ibem undey

FY
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* Reproof, unlefs fm:h Membars can (hew good-canfe for fich tbm" -
..Abfence ?

,{L Concluded in the Afirmative, Aab. 10. 25, Lo

< Q. What is t0 be done with thofe Perfons that will not comnum;‘n
+ to the neceffary Expences of vhe Church whereof tbey are Members,
accardmg to their Ability?

- A, Refolved, That upon clear Proaf, the Perfons fooffend-;
t ing, as-aforefaid, be dulyadmonifbed ; and.if na Reformation,

> the. Ghmclr to withdraw frem them, - Epb. 5. 3. Ma.25. 4%

¢ 1
g_b What is'to be done mth thofe Perﬁm that withdraw ;lnq&lm .
* frons the Fellowfhip of that parviaular Clourch whireif. they ars Mem-
. bers, and join tbmfdm ¢v she Communion. qf Hhe Natianal
- Church? .
A. To ufeall due means to reclaim them bg ln&m&lon and :
“Admanition -and if not tix«eby rechimed, - to rqeétthsm
4M4t. 18:17. Luk. 9.63. Heb. 10. 38. Fude 19,
" Refalved, That the like method he: taiw&wxd:ehofe that
wholly forfake the Fellowfhip: of -that Cmgteganon - whsb;
: they have folemnly given up themfelves. -
Q. Whether Believerswere not-attually rcm:kd tOGM. &u&
s juftified and adopted whin Chrifp died? . -
A, Fhat the Reconciliation, ]umﬁcatm, and: Hopuamof
* Believars are infallibly fecured by the.gracious parpofe of God;
and moerit of Jefus Chrift. Yet none canbe fadd tabe adusliy
* reconciled, -juftified, or adopted, until they are really im
- into Jefus Chrift by Faith ; 0Qnd {o by wittue of thtis their Uhlon
~with him, have thefe Fundamental Benefids actueBy conveyed
- omothem. And this we conceive is fully: evidenced, -becaufs
 the Scriptureattributes.all thefc Benefits to Faith, .astheinfisun
- mental caufe of them. Rom.$. 25. Chap. 53 31, ‘Chop
Gal.3.26. And gives fuch.Reprefentation of ' tite ftage oi the
“Elect before Faith as is altogether: chnﬁﬂent mthan aﬁnal_
Right in them, Epb. 2. 1,2, 35~==12".
Q. Wbetbcrabcmtnaﬂ' furtbc Iildm, Mﬂge&e&tm,
-~ and Me(fengers of the Churcbes, to takento their ferions confideriition
 thofe Exceffes that are fonnd ameng their Mmbus, Mndm‘mu,
axhr:fpc&:ntbowAppcrd? Ce
A, Tn.the Affirrgative. That it is a ﬂmncﬁ:rMmt& m
“Jone Hair.or looz Perewigs. and efbecialiv M fhers: 2 Cor- 13 1.4




4?i'qceeding:‘,of,tbe Jﬁ}mbly - 5" o

or flrange :‘pparcl, Zepb. 1. 8. That the Lord reproves the

Daughbters of Sienm, for the Bravery, Haughtinefs, and Prideof = .

their Attire, walking with ftretched-out Necks, wanton Eyes, -

. mincing as they go, /fa.3.16.. As if they affected. Talinefs, .
@s.ore obferves upon their ftretched-out . Netks, thofomein -
thef¢ Times feem, by their high Drefles, toout-do themin that
refpect. TheApaftle Paul exhorts, in 1 Tim.2.9y10. Womsen adors
themfelves in-modeft Apparel, with-Shamefac’driefs and Sobriety 2. 1ot -
@ich Broidered Hisror Gold, or Pearisy or coftly dArvay; bue mith good.
Works as becomes Wemen profeffing Godlinefs.-- And 1 Peti3. 3,445 -
Whofe adorning Jes-it wot be the omward adorningsof plaiting the Hasr,
of . wearing of - Gold, .er of putting on of Apparel ;- buk the Ornamenc . -
of & meck and quist Spivit, which is. in the [ight of God of great price. .

For-after this (’fmaﬂﬁon) -manntr, .th boly Worngn who trufled i Ged...:
adarned themsfelves. - And therefore we cannot but bewail it with

" much Sorrow and Grief of Spirit, Fhat: thof¢ Brethren and . -

Sifters who-have folemnly profefled to-deny themfelves, ;. -

16. 24. And whoare by Profeffion obliged in. Puty not to con- -

form to this World, Rom. 12.2. fhould fomuch conform to the ..

~ Falhions of this World; and not reform:tiethfelves in thofe In- -

clinations that their Natures addited them to i days of  Igno- -
rance, 1 Pet. 1. 14. From thefe Confiderations we earneftly de- -
fire, That Men and Women, whofe Soulsare committed to our -

Charge, may be watched over in- this matter,.- and that care be

taken, and.elk juft and due means ufed fora Reformation here. ...

it and that Yuch who are guilty-of this crying Sin of Pride, .

_ that 2bounds i% the: Chorches as well as id the Nation, may be .

-repraved 3. efpecially confidering what Time. and Treafure is - .
_ foolifhly-wafted in adorning the Body, which would be better -
fpent in a careful endeavour to adorn the Soul 3 and the charge -
laid out upon thofe Superfinitics, torelieve the.neceflities of the

poor Saints; and to promote the Intercft of jefus Chrift. . ;And .

though we deny not but in fome cafes Ornaments may be allow- -

ed, yet whatever Ornaments in Men or Women which are in- . .

confiftent with Modefty, Gravity, Sobriety, and-'a Scandal to .

Religion, opening the Mouths of the Ungedly, ‘ought to-be -

caft off, ‘betng truly no Ornaments to Believers, but rather a -

Pefilement ; and that thofe Minifters and Churches whode

rot' endeavour after 3 Reformation. hesein,  arc juflly to be .

e ? O. Whes.o. |



16 =~ A Narrative of
" Q. Whether'it be not the Duty-of -all Chriftiansy and Churches of
E€hriftreligionflyto obferve the Lord’s Day, orfirft Day of the Week,
in the Worfhip and Service of God both «in: publick and pri-
vate ¢ C ' C : T
- A Itis concluded in the Affirmative. Becaufe we find that
Day was fet apart for the folemn Worfhip of God by our Lord
Jefus, and his Holy Apoftles, - through the infallible Infpiration
of the Holy Spirit. e
-+ 1. Becaufe itappears that the Sonof God, who was mani-
fefted in the Flefh, had Authority to make a change of the So-
lemn Day of Worthip, being Lord of the Sabbath. Ar.12.8,
Mark 2. 28. Luke6.5. e
* 2dly. 1t is manifeft that.our Blefled Lord and Saviour arofe
- on that Day, ashaving compleated and. confirmed the workof
our Redemption. Mat.28. 1. Mark 16.2. Luke 24.1. Fob.20.1;
g:g‘reby he laid the Foundation of the Obfervation of that
2 Ydly. Our Lord Jefus did then on that Day nioft plainly and

- . folemnly appearto his Difciples, teaching and inftructing them,

blefling them, and giving them their Commiffion, 'breathing on
them the Holy Ghoft. Luke 24. 13, 31, 36, Fab. 20.19; 20, 21,
22, ) V : Lol e
* Moreover, on the next firft day of the Week, he appeared
to them again, giving them a  further infallible proof of his
glorious Refurrection.. - And then convinced the Apoftle Thos
mas, who being abfent the firft Day -before, ‘was now with
them, Foh. 20, 26. Whereby it appears he fanétified and con-
firmed the religious Obfervation of that Day by. his:own Ex-
amplc-_’_~:-'. . ‘
* 4sbly. Our Lord dnd Saviour remained with his Difciples

* . -forty Days after his Refurrection, ‘and {poke to them' of the

things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, 4. 1:3.. And we
- queftion not but he then gave command about the Obfervation
of this Day. § ' , g S
. sthly. Which appears,in that for a furthier confirmation there:
of, after his Afcenfion,when his Difciples-or:Apoftles were affém-
bled together, folemnly with one accord, on the'Day. of Pente-
coft, which (by all computation ) was the firft Day of the
. Week ; recorded, A&#.2.1,2. Hethen poured out his Holy
Spirit in a marvellous and anabundant Meafure upon thém:.: ..
SR : . ' éthlv. Ace
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. ey, Acoordingly, aierwards, we fad. this Day was fo-

lemniy obferved by tie Chunches, as appears, s 20.7. where.
we have the Churches affembling on that d;y plainly aflerted,
with the folemn Duties thén performed, which were Preaching,

" and breaking of Bread ;- and all this recorded as their ufual

Caftam, which could be framno other caufe. but Divine and
Apodftotical lnfticution. : And it is moft vemarkable. and worthy:
the ferious Obfervation of all the Lord’ Peaple, that althaugh
the Holy Apoftles, and others that were Preachersof the Go-
fpely took their opportunities tapresch the Word on the Jewith
Sabbath-day, and on other days of the Week as they had con-
venient Seafons afforded ; yet we have no Example of the
Churchesthen aflembling together to cel¢brate gll the Ordinan-
ces.of “our Lord Jefus peeuliar to them, but on the firft Dayof
the Week. . Which manifeft prattice-of theirs is evidently as
phain.a Demonftration of its being a Day fet apart for religious

 Worthip, by the Will and Cammand of our Loxd Jefus, asif i

had been expoeft inthe plaine§ Words. . Ferafipuch as they did
nothing in thof purdft Prithitive Times in the facred Worhip
&f God, either as totimeor form; but by a Divine Warrant
from the Holy Apofties; who.wer¢inftructed by our Lord Jefus,
and wgrpg guided in all thofe Affiirs by his faithful and infallible
Holy Spicit. . _ . ,

~ ~ebly. In likemanaer the-folemn Ordinasce of Collection for

the neceflities of the poarSaints,wascommanded by she Lord.tobe -
on that Day, 1 Car.16.1,2. by an Apoftotical Ordina-
tion > which without queftion, by reafon-of their obferving that
Day for their holy affembling and worthip, was then required.:
. 8;!:{9, andoflgﬁg Hl:l.;sdl”erted by*ﬁ&ﬁnﬁ:xug apd sble
Expofitors of the: Holy ‘Scriptures, that:tbedegomination
Tithe.of the Lord?sDdy, mentioned Rev. 1. 104 ,was.a,;trj;bnt:g
%o the Firft Day of the Week, as the ufual diftinguithing Name

- given to that folemn Day by the Chriftians, ar Churches, in the

Primitive Times 5 as:being a Day to befpeat wholly in the Ser-
vice and Worfhip of the Lord,,_ars ostin-anr oyn yvarldly and
fecular Affairs, which are lawful to be attended unto on other
‘PDays of  the Week.

. Fromall which, laid together and confidered, we are convin-
“ ced, that it is our Duty religioufly to obferve that Holy Day in
the Celebration of the Worihip of %od R

. Y (&
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™ Q, Whesher the Graces and Gifts:of the Holy Spirit-be fut yilghvi.
ent 10 the making and. contipwing of m Homnr{':blt Miniftry {'?z;
Churches ? R L A A
4. Refolved inthe Affirmative, Epb.4.8,0. 1Cor.12:79, . /
Q: Whether it be not advantagiows for owr Brethren mow in. the..
Msmﬂ;y,;or that may be in the Miniftry, to attainto.a comprtens.
* knowledg of the Hebrew, .Greek, and: Latin Tougues, that they may.
~ be the better capable to defend the Truth againft Oppafers2 = = .
A: l}?el’:’o}’ved in t}léirA}ﬂirmat}ave:'h R
. Q. Whether an Elder of one Cburch may admsnifter the Ordigance.
#1i other Churches of the fanse Fasth ?- y ﬁ - rdinance
A, That an ‘E'der of “one:Church, :may adminifter the.Ordi-
.nance of the Lord™ Supper to:ariother of the fame Faith, bging;
called {o to'do by‘the faid Church ; thornotas.Paftor, butas.a;
Miniﬁetl': %cﬂ&ytbeiggﬁnﬁy’conﬁdgtféd,‘invthis'(}afe. BRI
. We the Minifters-and Meflengers. of, .and iconcerned. for, ..~
swards of ont hendrod Baptizeq Congiegations. 1 Baghon ooq
Wales (‘deniying Mrminianifm.) being met together/in Eorkes
from the, 34 of the:sthManth to thie 1.1tk of the fame; 11689 ita
* confider of Tome things thdt might be far'the gloryioBEGad; and
the good of -thefe Congregations;: have. thtiught meet :ffo:'-»the
fatisfattion of all -other . Chriftians that diffec from us-im the
point of Baptifm) to recommend to their perufal .the Confefs
fionof 6E#Faith;‘fprl‘médibr;:axicﬁSnld'byg’Mr;ﬁ"a}m;l:imh- at
‘the Harrowin the Pouitreyr: Whhich Gonfefliont veoowsi, as corit
taining the Dotrine of our Faith and: Praices. :and do defire
that the Members-of our Churclies réfpectively do furnith thema
‘felve,sthe'rewitl;‘ ﬁk " S e T ST
. Moreover, t is-Aflembly . do. declare. their robation :
_ Ic_‘ertqm‘llttle‘Boakg lately recommerded by di{:”ér’; Elders d:éil: "
'ling in"and aboat the City! of - London, - Intituled, Tbe Miyi ers
Masmenance Vindisated.  Ard it is their. Requeft that the faid -
“Treatife be difperfed amongft all our refpective Congregations §om
.and it is defired thag fome Brethren of each Church take care
to difpofc of the fame accordingly. .. . . . ..,
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A Account of the &vemlﬁapn{ed Churcbes in E
land and Wales {owning the Dottrine of Per, onal
Election and Final Perfeverance) that fent either their
Minifters, orMeffengers, or- otherwife communicated

their State in our General-AfJembly at London, o
the3d, ath; .and. faontothe11th: Dayof the 7:b

| Montb cafled September, ; 689

. %ark&we. L _,j"' L
R Willigos F acy Pa&or. LN
-{RicadMg Rc_y’:m:;e Grzﬁ’in, Me engef .
Richard Steed; Minifter. -
{Farrmgdon W:ﬂmn M;ﬂ:: Minifter. %, .
Hemry Forty, Paffor. .
g Abbmgton -—-—s—-——%ffolm Tomkins. :
. Phtlzp Hock{m e,
4 Newbefry — 5] T
5 Waitage-————— ‘;’ Ralml: Keate, ghmﬁerq.
Fobn Man, Preacher. . |
{Longworth T Peter Stepl,um. EEEE
%enfug‘hfﬁwz. "
7 9 Stevetion — i'. ’ {52’55'53333’”"‘" P"“." “
8 Evefﬂiall" - ardWilise;’ Daﬁor IR
AR ﬂmmu Vanx ' Paftor.:;
9 § Bmd’lg?‘j‘gé, ' Robert Bodma;n
10 Fryers ———me—— o .Aﬂdrew Gifford, Piftor. - . .
L mummmz. o '_ .
11 Haddington w22 Peter Tyler, 7.
12 Stukley v oo Rt }'(mght, Paftot. ‘,.
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camtwp.
: Cambrx& s —Thomas Conlingt,
.ii chhgw——-—-wm Rioke Preacher;
“‘5 Loot-* — — ‘Tmmm .
16 Bo ’Fracy e Clemens. Joacksem, Mmtften‘
17 Dalr{mouth : Philip Minifter. -
18 Ladfwell Samuel Hart, Miniftet.
19 Luppit Thowas Halwell, ¢
) A L . Holdenky, Paftor..
* 209 Plimonth « {s;vml Bueeali, Minifter.
21 South-Melton —Thomas Steneman, Meﬂ'enger.
| '”{TWM . _ {;:f;rm Trmn, Mlmﬂ:cr
eiome et Thomas Cox Mimﬂer
23 Dorchefic’ _ . § Fames Hi;t, Preacher. ;
24.{Dalwood _— UThomas Payne, Preacher.
g Lime ———————&mww .
© Durbam.
2 G{Mnglefm&—-——a——--izzh Ward, mad.
27{Newc3ﬁle o Im —-—{ ;:‘;“’,1‘! ;:“;" P‘_‘&“
‘ ’ m‘
:.8 Hadﬁeld~8taddbck --&-—-Wdlm C'dlm, Baﬂ:or. .
| SWilliam Woodvard, Paftor.
39{}1“10" - Lo ames Newton, -
mcnwm

‘7 aO{Exon—--—-».—.-m

ﬁloutemr-
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ﬁlouemmm. .
Birten @ -the el and ' Joln Goring, Paftor.
3 Morton mnmaﬂ: ey Prevman,
.32 Cirincefter. — mGiles Watkins, Minifter.

. 33 glmmock e -William Hmkzm, Pa!tor '
34 Marring-Ham T
.35 Nimps eldﬂ_m&bm Wdlm
36 Sudbury—— ™ ¢ Eleater H Patt

N X R m’ ] ‘:’,’g" 0?-

7-{Tewksb3ry‘.“ ="V Edward Camer. > -
.8 ot
€. - - 7 U 27§ Lewis Thomasy Paftor.
38{~Smnzey T _FrmiaGilc:.’ .
e ﬂ Mmo
Lo Samusl Ewer, Paftor.
”{H““Wd 3 Willom ditwin.

. ames Hardinge Mlmﬂel'
40 W"“""’""""‘{Dﬂnd Fsmh,ghr;mlﬁer 7

41 on
Paftor.
4:{Theoba1ds........g- 7}"“‘”‘1”" r.

- ¥ Rs h. dsmﬂd Paﬂ
B . schard Switon, or. -
a{ﬁm@ ¢;;« ~ Jobo Bifip.
. = . Fofe Brows.
,“{Ch_nﬁf.ChurCh {y&‘;npbbllmgtm

43 NIBWOOd = e ithard Ri pador
. wrd Ring,
“{“an - Jobn Grce:lngwwd

47{Whlte.Church { Stephen ﬁ’: }Meﬂ'engers.

o M@fmﬂﬁt& o
8 Hereford Cityﬁ-i—-—-——-Edwarﬁ"P?m,*Paﬁaﬁ S
efton md?inmid«-—-d—ﬁwbard Perkm:, I’reach‘er .
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iLancaﬂ)tte. ST

ST Warrmgton —_— Lu, Paﬁor. LT oy
1meﬂztﬂ1tre ot R RR
Hemf Coleman, Paﬂ:or e

: flﬂm
. e ,‘._,_:,;.w"} . 5:\'1 H, d Knowl, J’
533 e Whih2 ”f"smﬁw f" affors:

1
~A

Rob
Brokcn-Wharf yoh;rglqnmr.

Thomas La

William Kzﬁn, Paftor

. )
Devonlhir uam-u-u-g-%Mrm King.r - iy c
54{ e-sq William Clark, ; '

Dol - Fobin' Harvig, Pallor A
Samuel Boneal.. .
5531 "Yners‘Han"“"'""""EW:ﬂmm Dicks., . . «
‘ Fobn Merviot, - - - . -
S : Edward Man, Paﬂ:or.
‘-.56§Hounfdxtch -«-——-a—?-gffolm Buirkes.. . R
: Richard Hollowell,

% William Collings, Paftor.

572 Pett -Fran'ce obn Coller, ..
”% Y o Thomas Harrsj'm

o Qymnlzfex. Z
: . Leonard Harrifon, Paﬁor
58%Lim§¢Hqul'c — % o

.
<!

Samuel Booth,
Fobn Hint.~ + - - .0
36':0720 Barret, Paﬂ:or. :

Kfaac Marloe.
Fobs Putiphet.. ', ;

59 Mde-end Green —_—
s Daniel Hawes.

M

L

- 60 .Culman-,Grcen — .
R RON ‘ o 6! Pennington-
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Ifaac Lambe, Paftor..

Pcnnmgton~$treet -;—-%Humphra Burroughs,
Fobn Gilles,

T v Hercules Coﬂtm, Paftor. .
A 6;%Wapping ’;‘—.—-‘-—-—‘_—-—:——-—%Hmphrey Hutcbmg:

L

_CFobm Oueringe, -. e
- . @unmoutbﬁ)fte.
63 Abergaviny = ———Chriftopher Price, Minifter.:.
. 64 Blainegumt - -—-—W:ﬂmm Pr;charj Paﬂ;on )
‘65 Galoen —
- 66 Lanwamch;h —— e e Y
" 67 Glanmenock’ ——— == : S
o JDuzfalk.- L ‘
68 Pulham—Market-——— — Hmry Bmdjhaw )
N h Auftiny Paftor. -
69 o't:v{n,c W‘_,, L ._ R Thomas Flatman, thﬂ:er. A
: @xﬁuznmire. . , :

' S Sobn Carpenter, Mmlﬁer.
70{Fmﬁock—f . '{ﬂﬂmaBrPook: ’ :
71 Hook-Norton,: -—--a--—-——C‘harle.r Archer, Paftor.” . .
7:, Oxford C‘ty L e Richard Tidmarjh, Mm;ft;r

' 1Dzmbmnkﬂ)ite, :
o N . Griffith Howel.
. 73{ gare = . - Wiliam Fones, Paftor..
Sumarretﬂ)ite.

74 Bath-Haycomb —----———chbard Gay, Mitiffers

Tobias Wells, Paftor. .
. 75{Bndgwater S { William Coleman. -
6 Chard— : William Wilkins; Minifter. .
=77 Charton . : —William, Woodmn.
78{ Dunﬂ:er and Stockgumer*-i : o h:. S

Froome——--—-—--—---—-—WdIum Rdnda{fc, J B
80 Halhtraw '-—-—u‘-——-'-—-ﬂ‘obn Andrews. .o
-8t Hatch v
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R - Somwerfetfhive.
81 Hatclf'= e nasms s Feremiab Day. ,
82 K:lmmgton ——-——-—-———Ramem, Mimifter.”

83 Taunton ——- Thomas Winnell, Paftor.
84 Wedmore - smsGeorge Stant, Minifter.
85 Wells —= — TFimvrigy Brooke, Minifer.. '
86 Yeovel and Pbmot-———m-aTbomm M:llor, Paftor.
: T .
,87 Frammgﬂmm csmesisa meeeFlromas Midls; Minifter.
Surry. P
Southwark -
Bayamm K:acln, Pa&or
' ohn Leader- :
88 Horfe-he-down — e ST hotnts Damofor.
Edward Sam#brd.

89 MagesPond -—~—f—~ o
' thhard Adam Ml.mﬂ:er. '

" 9o dShad-Thames __—--l_ Nachariel Crabls

. - {Fokn Bernard, . -
91 (nlfoxd e 3‘2Wm3« e an
R exckiah Brewt, Minifler. ~
.92{R1chmond - Sobn Scot, Min’ll'ter. L
o watmitkﬂ)ite.
| L Sl
| . _ Frusme x[ter.
543 Warwick —————3 Eofers Pt
) o witie.
o3 Bradford ———~ John Flowret.
96 Calng———— R LT
97 Cley-Chafe —————
98 Devifes ——— A%wau dg
TS ( rs ¢~, ,
99{"—“1,"“““"' o "L Edward Frovd.

’ - , , 100 Knoles
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- - Qtittthive, ,
roo Knolles e e Fobm Williami,, Paftor,
101 Malmsbury ——-—-  Arch, Paftor.
302 Milfham ' oo

’ P v S Walter Pen,
103 orton . — l?’k" Andrews,
104 9 Southweeke ——e—mn gz;{iﬂ;‘zfm
105° Warminfter —e—Jobn Werell, paftor.
106 Weftbury-— : Reger Cator,.
e, tWaxelterthite.
- o7 Bromfgrove — — ol Eccles, Paftor.

‘[Hearty Thanks are returned to you for your great Love
and Charity towards our poor Brother Rickard Dorweed,
upon the acconnt of his Lofs by Fire.]




. The Affembly of the Elders, Me(Jengers, and Miniftring-

Brethren, f[ent by, and concerned for, more than one
hundred Baptized Congregations of the [ame Faith with

themfelves, from many parts of England and Wales

(met together inlondonSept. 3 #0 12, 1689, #0con-
fider of [everal things velating tothe wel-being of the
fame Churches.) And having that opportunity, judged
it their Duty to clear themfelves from thofe Rep:rpaég;
~caft on them, otcafioned by the weakne[s of [ome few of
their Perfwafion, who in the late King's Reign, were im-

_ ployed as Regulators for the Support of his Difpenfing

. Power.

Here having been many Reflections caft upon us, under the

T ' Name of Anabaptifts,” as fuch, as having in'the late Times,

for our Liberties-fake, complied with the Popith Party, to the
hazard of the Protefant Religion, and the Civil'Liberties of the
Nation : We being met together, fome from moft parts of this
Kingdom, judg it our Duty to clear our felves from the faid Re-
fletions caft uponus. Andwe do firft declare, thatto the ut-
moft of our Knowledg, there was not one Congregation that
bad a hand, or gave confent to any thing of that Nature, nor
did ever countenance any of their Members to own an Abfolate
Power inthe late King, to difpenfe with the Penal Laws and

Tefts 5 being well fatisfied, that the doing thereof by his fole

Prerogative, would lay the Foundation of Deftruction of the

- proteftant Religion, and Slavery to this Kingdom. :
" But yet we muft confefs, that fomefew Perfons (from thei

own Sentiments) which were of our Societies, ufed their en-

deavours for the taking off the Penal Laws and Tefts; and were
employed by the late King Fames to go into divers Counties,

~and to feveral Corporationsy to improve their Intereft

therein but met with little, or no Encouragement by any
of our Membersy though confidering the Temptations fome.
were under (their Lives being in their Encroies Hands) the
great Sufferings, by Imprifonments, Excommunications, &e.
that did attend from the Ecclefiattical Courts, ‘as'alfo by the fre-
aucnt.MolefFations of Informers acain{t our Meetines. bv meane




William Kiffin, Benjamin Keach,:

( 27.) 

* whereof many Families were ruined in their Eftates, as alfo de- '

prived of all our Liberties, and denied the common Juftice of
the Nation, by the Oaths and Perjury of the vileft of Mankind,
‘might be fome abatement to the fevere Cenfures that have - at-
tended us, tho if fome amongft usy in the hopes of 3 Deliverance
from the heavy Bondage- they then lay under, ‘might mifcarry,
by falling in with the late King’s Defign. It being alfo. well
knownthat fome_ Congregations have not -only reproved thofe
among_them that were {o employed, but in a regular way

“have further proceeded againft. them. - From whence it feems

unreafonable, that for the mifcarriage of a few Perfons, the

whole Party fhould be laid under Reproach and Infamy.
< It ‘being our profefled Judgment, and we on all Occafions
Thal] manifeft the fame, to vegture: our 4/ for the Proteftant

]

Religion, and Libertiesof our Native Conntrey.

And we do with great Thankfulnefs to Ged ackﬁowledg hi»s’i ,

-fpecial Goodnefsto thefe Nations, in raifing up our prefent King
. “William, to be a blefled Inftrument;, in his Hand, to deliver us

from Popery and Arbitrary Power, and fhall always (asin duty
boirid) pray-thatthe Lord :may continue Him and His:Royal
Confort long to be a Blefling to thefe Kingdoms, ‘and fhall al-
ways be ready to the utmoft of our ability, in our Places, to
join"our Heartsand Hands with the reft of our Proteftant Bre-
thren,; for the Prefervation of the Proteftant Religion and the
Liberties of the Nation. . o

FRES S S :

Thomas Winnel,

Hanferd Knowllys, . | Samuel Buttall, Fames Hitt,
 Andrew Gifford, Ifaac Lamb, Edward Price,

Robert Steed, Chriftopher Price, William Phips,

Thomas Vanxe, . Robert Keate, William F acey,

Fobn Tomkins, Richard Tidmarfh, | Fobn Ball,

Toby Wells, - | Fames Webb, .| William Hankins,.

George Barret, Fokn Harris, Paul Eruin,



- Advertifement.

’ "THerc is lately Publithed a Treatife, Intituled, Gold Refmd, or Baptifm ‘in
its Primitive Purity. Price 1 5. : : .
Another, Intituled, Antichrift Stormed; and the time of the end, fhewing
- ‘the Judgment ot moft eminent Writers concerning the final downfal of Afiffery

Babylon ; alfo the flaying the two Witnefles, and of the pouring out the feven
Vials. Price 1 s. Both written by Benjamin Keach, ,

A Solemn Call, unto all thac would be owtied as Chrift’s Faichful Witneffes,
“fpeedily, and ferioufly, to atrend unto the Primitive Puricy of the Gofpel Do-
_ Grine and Worfhip: Or, aDifcourfe concerning Baptifm. Wherein that of In-

fants is Difproved, as havingno Footing, nor Founidation at all in the Ward of
GOD. By way of Anfiver to the Arguments made ufe of by Mr. Wiliam Alles,
Mr. Sidenbam, Mr. Baxter, Dr. Burthogge, and others for the Support of chat
Pra&ice. Wherein the Covenant made ‘with Iv2el ac Mount Sindi, Exod. 20.
That in the Land of Meab, Deat.29. As alfothe Covenant of Cirtumcifios made
with Abraham, Gen. 13, 7,8,9. whereon fo much firefs is laidfor the Suppor
of Infants-Baptifm, are plajnly proved to be no other than three feveral Editions
of the Covenant of Works; And canfequently, that no juft Argument can thence
bé deduced for the Juftification of that Pra&ice. Together witha Defcription
‘of that truly Evangelical Covemant, 6 OD was pleafed to make with Believing
‘Abvabam ; containing the Sum of the Everlafting Gofpel then Preached unto hins;
fince Proclaimed by the Apoftles; -and which now remains to be yet further
Publifhed unto every Nation, Kindred, Tongue, and People, for the Obedience
of Faith. By Philip Cary, a Loverof T and Peace. - Price Bound, 2 4.
- ‘There isalfo fometime fince publifhed an excellent Treatife, fhewing, that
- mo unbaptized Perfon ought to be admitred to the Lord’s Table. -

All Sold by 7obri Harris, at the Harrow againft the Churchin the Pasitrey.

w»
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" The Names of the Receivers of : all Money to bev‘l

raifed for the -General Fund, or Publick Stock..

He Perfons appointed to receive all the Collections made in

' the refpedtive Congregations, are our honoured and well- -
beloved Brethren Mr. #William Kiffin, Mr. Robert Brsftow, Mr. Mo~

rice King, Mr. Jobu Leader Sen. Mr. Ifaac Marlo, Mr. Fobn Skin-

ner, Mr.Richard Hallowell, Mr, Fobn Cellet, .and Mr. Edward .

Harrifon.

_Refolved, That the Money beremitted from thé Countrey,

to our beloved ‘Brother Mr. Edward Harrifon, (one of the nine

' Brethren before-mentioned) living at the Sign of the Her and. .
Chickens in Cheapfide, "London ; with another Letter fignifying

the fame; to our beloved Brother.Mr. Morice King, living at

the Sign of the Mermaid in Lawrence-lane, Silk-man, anothes

of the nine Brethren aforefaid. .

‘We whofe Names are fubfcribed, .

_ teftify, that the Perfons afore-
named were- unanimoufly cho-

fen mbz the ‘whole Affembly. *

Septemb. 12. 1689, : _

Haferd Knowllys, William Hankins, . . Charles Archer,,
Robert Steed, ’ Edmend White, Fames Hitt,
Witliam Collins, . Dani¢l Finch, Hercyles Collins,
Andrery Gifford, - Fobn Tomkins, - . Leosard Harrifog,
Thomas Vanxe; . Edward” Man, 1 Edward Price, .
Fobn Harris, Fames Webb, . | William Facey,
Benjamin Keach, - Toomas Winnell, - i Paul Frus,
George Barretti, ' Richard Adams, . '} Ricbard Sutton, .
Samuel Buttall, -, William Phips, Robert Keate,
Chriftophey Price, * Fobn Ball, 1| Jobn Carter,

~ - Wilkom Prisckard, . | Richard Ritg; | Robers Krigh.
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