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PREFACE

There have been many shifts in the sands of theological
issues and terminology since the days of Fuller, Rushton,
and Joseph Hussey, but the basic issues remain the same.
In his Defence of Particular Redemption, William Rushton
expressed the truth, that to be clear on the doctrine of
election and the atonement, is more important than
preaching the Gospel; that is, we must first understand
the foundation principles of the good news;-then may
follow the proper manner of presenting that good news.
The erroneous and unscriptural teaching of a universal
atonement by the sacrifice of Christ, inevitably leads to
the equally erroneous proclamation of a universal offer of
Salvation. The vital issue, then, still remains, namely, Did
Christ make atonement for the sins of the human race?
Is the good news or Gospel, to be preached as a means
to secure eternally the subjects of that universal
atonement? Was the utility or purpose of the Gospel to
“save” all the lost, or to “call out” or convert only the
redeemed elect? The so-called Free-offer system was
another by-product of the doctrine of universal
atonement. It was the manner of preaching adapted by
those men who not only believed that Christ died to save
all men, but also that men by nature, possess a Free-will
ability whereby they may “accept or reject” the proposed
“offer” of the good news. The burden of Mr. Hussey’s
arguments is primarily to refute the unscriptural and
Christ-dishonouring system of “Free offers”
indiscriminately addressed to all alike. It is truly a
blasphemous presentation of Christ’'s “finished”
redemption, offered to all who will make it Effectual by
their acceptance of the proposed offer! The reader will
note that Mr. Hussey’s arguments against Free-offers of
Grace, are well undergirded with the scriptures of truth,
especially those touching depravity of the human will,
election, Effectual calling, and the work of the Holy Spirit
in regeneration or the new birth. The author pauses to
ask this pointed question: “Therefore why do you not look
to bring the form of preaching to God’s work, than to bring



down the power of God’s work to your form of preaching?”
We must face the fact that now in our times, nearly all of
“Christendom” is no longer concerned with the foundation
doctrine of election and particular redemption. The chief
concern is for the best operational *methods” to bring the
most members into their system. The chief motive in the
religious world is not to honour and exalt Christ and His
Grace, but rather to advance a religious organization,
often called “Christian Evangelism.” This old writing, will
therefore be of interest to those only who still have some
respect and concern for “the truth as it is in Jesus” and
for “all the counsel of God.” It is to you, the following
pages are again presented, for your confirmation and
establishment in the truth. Having been written nearly
three hundred years ago, you will find the style of
expression somewhat different than now used. This,
however, in many respects is refreshing and to the point.
Once the reader gets the author’s trend of thought and
expression, he will be well rewarded. If it be God’s will,
may it please Him to use it in stirring up some “pure
minds” on this important matter. W. J. Berry, Sr., North
Carolina, 1973. {From the abridged 1973 Edition, Primitive
Publications, USA.}

The Editor to the Reader I

The Sovereign love of God the Father, the free gift of his
Son Jesus Christ, the saving, irresistible and abiding
operations of the Holy Ghost, together with the revelation
and application of them to the mind, and consciences of
his own elect, and none other, irrespective of any worth,
worthiness, state, or condition whatever, are the truths
testified and maintained in this work, in opposition to
pretended Calvinistic preachers of the Gospel; who in his,
as well as our days, are the greatest opposers of the cross
of Christ, for instead of being content to stand in the
counsel of God, and point sinners to Christ; as John did,
with “behold the Lamb of God,” or, as the Apostles did,
showing the way of Salvation; or as the Spouse did,



describing Christ’s beauty, till someone falls in love with
him, leaving our Lord to make his own choice.

They, under pretense of extra-liberality, go a step,
one awful step further, than the Counsel of God, by
offering Christ to all their hearers; and very often, that
none may mistake their presumptuous generosity, will
then intently urge upon their hearers, one in all, to
accept, and not to miss, but at that very moment to
accept their offer of Christ.

How men came by such authority I know not, and
how the transfer can be made without the Holy Ghost,
who is generally left out of the question on such
occasions, would be as difficult for me to explain, as for
them to perform. If this is not spiritual wickedness in high
places, and Popery in the abstract, I know not what is!

Such conduct, such offers, such proffers, may very
well agree with the traders of Rome, who have Christs in
wood and in stone, hanging at the girdle of every popish
priest. Such Christs as these, such preachers may offer
and proffer to all men; such men may and can accept
such Christs, and may as easily part from them again,
when they have got them.

A popish Christ is a Christ of wood, a false
preacher’s Christ is a Christ of words; but Christ Jesus,
our Lord, whom Paul preached, and Mr. Hussey holds
forth in this book, is the Mighty God, the Everlasting
Father, and the Prince of Peace; who fills Heaven and
Earth, by whom all things exist and consist, by whom
these very beings are held in being, that vainly and
presumptuously pretend to offer and proffer him one to
another.

The Christ of God, who is equal with the Father,
seated on the throne of his Glory, holding all power,
dominion, and might; made higher than the heavens, to
whom all principalities and powers are subject; and at
whose presence both the earth and the heavens shall flee
away, is neither to be offered, proffered, lent, borrowed,
bought, sold or given of men. He is the gift of the Father,
to as many as the Father has ordained to eternal life, and
none other. This Christ, this gift of the Father, is revealed
and applied to the heirs of Salvation by the Holy Ghost,
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when, where, and how he pleases; not when, where, and
how men please. And the man that attempts to supersede
such plan of operations in any respect sets himself against
the Counsel of God, the Covenant of God, the Work of
God; and, as far as he goes, sins against the Holy Ghost,
the Spirit of God.

It is not to whom men will offer Christ; but to
whom the Father will give him, even to such as he hath
ordained to eternal life; to such, and such only he gives
power to believe on him, to receive him, and become the
sons of God, even to as many as believe on his name.

These gifts and callings of God, the Holy Ghost
reveals, while Christ is preached, or pointed to; not while
he is offered, from one sinner to another. The Holy Ghost
countenances no such conduct. When he, the Spirit of
truth, shall come, he shall guide, not offer, you into all
truth, for he shall take of the things that are Christ’s, and
show them unto you.

The Holy Spirit does not teach men to offer, but to
preach, or expound Christ; it is wickedness in any man as
a fallen finite creature, to attempt to offer Christ who is
infinite in Majesty, Glory, and Holiness, indiscriminately
to all men, who are by nature rebels, in chains of guilt,
having no desire towards him, and seeing no beauty in
him.

But it would not be wickedness to describe or
preach Christ, though infinite in majesty and glory, to
such rebels; neither would it be wickedness to direct
enemies in chains, to petition Christ, though he be infinite
in Majesty, and glorious in Holiness; because he says of
such, that they shall come after me in chains, and with
weeping and bitter supplications, will I lead them.

These and other glorious truths Mr. Hussey not
only preached, but very ably defended; against whom?
The avowed enemies of Christ? No, these were not half
so dangerous in his opinion as they who pretended to hold
a form of sound words, calling themselves Calvinists,
when, at the same time, they privately hated the
doctrines he held, and by a kind of underground way of
proceeding in their matter of preaching, kept back the
Sovereignty of Christ, and held him forth in a conditional

7



way of offers and proffers; so artfully, if possible, as to
overturn with one hand, what they pretended to build
with the other.

The glorious truths, contended for by Mr. Hussey,
having a direct tendency to discover the hypocrisy of
pretended half-hearted preachers of Free and Sovereign
Grace. The only way left them to escape detection, was
by calling him an Antinomian, and by warning people
against reading or hearing him; so, by blinding their eyes,
and prejudicing their minds, till they can neither see the
hypocrisy of their counsellors, nor their own souls interest
in Christ, may be easily led away to the slaughter.

Now, reader, if you value your soul’s prosperity, or
the favour of Christ, beware! And whenever you hear men
call such doctrines Antinomianism, ask them for their
experience, and you will find that they are no more than
Arminians in disguise, though Calvinists by profession.

Seek a blessing of the Lord, then read it for
yourself; afterwards take the book and ask their opinion;
if they are not sound at heart, they must immediately, to
prevent your discovering their Arminianism, call it
Antinomianism. Adieu, while I remain for Christ's sake,
the truth, and your soul’s sake, yours sincerely, THE
EDITOR. {From the 1792 Edition printed for G. Terry.}

The Editor to the Reader I1

To the Godly in Christ Jesus. Respecting Mr. Hussey's
treatise on God’s Operations of Grace, permit me to say,
that in every age Satan has had his engines planted
against mount Zion “the church of the living God, the
beloved city,” either to distress or to destroy her. Among
others, false apostles, false ministers, false doctrines,
were none of the least, in order to pervert the right ways
of the Lord, and to turn aside the simple from the paths
of understanding.

In the days of Mr. Hussey, the author of this
precious and experimental treatise, they abounded.
Ministers of Satan transformed into angels of light, appear



to him more detestable and more dangerous to the church
and fold of Christ, than open opposers of the truth as it is
in Jesus. Such wolves in sheep’s clothing had crept in
unawares, not merely to spy out, but, if possible, to root
out the liberties and privileges of the children of God.

These base ends they endeavoured to accomplish,
not by fair, open, avowed opposition to the truth, but by
holding it in unrighteousness; walking in craftiness, and
half-heartedness, and hypocrisy; by feigned words,
making merchandise of the simple and their experiences,
holding the letter of the word, but denying the spirit
thereof; holding the form, but denying the power, from
such he turned away.

Their business was to aim oblique strokes at
Christian experience and confound the marks of sound
Conversion; so that the hope of the righteous is removed.
These base ends were to be accomplished, by calling an
assurance of faith, vain presumption - a good hope, a
false notion - communication with Father and Son through
the Spirit, forged imagination - repentance unto life, a
thing uncertain - an application of the word of life and
promise to the soul, fanaticism and delusion; in short,
that a life of faith in the Lamb of God, was not so much
to be depended on as a life of doubting; that the love of
God shed abroad in the heart, was not sufficient to
produce good works, unless slavish fear was mixed
therewith.

Thus, these arch heralds of Satan attempted to
destroy the believer standing on the Rock of Ages, to tear
from his bosom every ground of comfort, and to pluck him
from the strongholds, by first obliterating the marks of his
regeneration, sonship, and interest in Christ; and then, if
possible, debase him to the level of their own
uncertainties.

Yet, to give a finishing stroke to the whole, brand
him with the odious name of Antinomian, while
themselves, as enemies to the power of godliness, were
the only characters in the world that deserved it.

In opposition to such, and in order to stop the
mouths of such betrayers of the flock of Christ, the Lord
raised up our author, and caused him to send forth this
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treatise, on God’s Operations of Grace; who, well aware
of the craft of his adversaries, was, in the strength of the
Lord, enabled to hold forth and defend those truths that
his enemies had endeavoured to obscure; describing, the
marks, evidences, privileges, difficulties, and temptations
of the children of God. Likewise, the Glory of Christ, and
his Kingdom, Offices, Characters and Covenant
Engagements, &c., the abiding influence and sufficiency
of the Holy Ghost to teach his people, and to guide them
into all truth; the privileges of saints, and the portion of
hypocrites; the work of Christ’s ministers, and the devices
of Satan’s messengers; the sufficiency of Christ, and the
insignificancy of everything short of him.

Now reader, for your sake as well as my own, I
have republished this; if you know your interest in these
things, happy are you. If you do not, be advised to rely
on no man’s bare word; hear for yourself, read for
yourself, pray for yourself, and get a knowledge of your
interest in Christ for yourself; such a thing is to be had,
and without it religion is vain. Therefore, prove all things,
hold fast that which is good, be not deceived, God is not
mocked, whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also
reap, for he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting. That the latter may be your
portion, is the wish of yours, &c.

{From a Second - Undated - Revised and Corrected Edition
printed for G. Terry.}

To the Brethren in the Ministry of Christ,
of all Persuasions, even as many as have
put on our Lord Jesus Christ in their
Ministerial Office.

Brethren,

Grace, Mercy, and Truth be with you; even Peace
from God our Father, and Jesus Christ our Lord. My heart
is stirred up to write a few things to you, not as patrons
of the author, but as possessors of the Truth as it is in
Jesus; which truth, you are called by Him to hold forth to
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others. What cause have you to thank Christ Jesus our
Lord, who hath enabled you, for that He has counted you
faithful, putting you into the ministry! Many of you who
are poor and despised, yet count it all joy when you fall
into divers temptations. Some few of you who are learned
in part, {as to what men value in learning,} put your
highest proficiency in this, that you have learned Christ;
and as to any other learning too, you could never have
received it, except it had been given you out of Christ’s
Nature-Fulness from above. Christ is a more learned
Person than ever any else hath been who hath attained
unto the greatest learning upon earth; I mean he is so
even in the very things men call learning; I exclude not
philosophy, languages, history, antiquity, arts and
sciences; for in all these respects Christ has the Pre-
Eminence, though he teacheth not these things by his
Spirit. You who are his ministers in better things; in the
things of a Gospel Revelation; how honourable a relation
do you bear to the Highest LORD and Potentate! What
transcendent work and service is the service of the
Gospel, in which you are called to serve the Lord! But as
you are ministers of Christ, I am persuaded that you do
not live without your Ministerial trials; and are not the
trials of the ministry {throughout the extent of them}
some of the greatest of trials? It's a miracle of Grace that
so many stand, and so few desert. As to my own part, I
can remember my own Ministerial buffetings; for I have
been sometimes upon the brink of laying all down,
through a view of my own insufficiency in the knowledge
of the Holy Scriptures of Truth. Nor could I find relief {but
only increased in doubts} by whole shelves of learned
Annotators, or Doctors, of any denomination, though no
sort of interpreters since the Reformation have escaped
my view. But alas! When I had gathered up Elijah’s
mantle, without the Lord God of Elijah; and when I ran
before my Master with Elisha’s staff, and laid the staff
upon the face of the dead child, as the prophet’s servant
did upon the Shunamite’s, I found it contributed nothing
to soul conversion, nor soul recovery; for under the dry
staff there was neither voice nor hearing! Nevertheless,
the Lord himself hath visited me in my temptations, and
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relieved me in my ministry. He hath carried me through
and above the storms that beat upon me in my office. My
ministry was to be Christ’s, and not to be my own; and
therefore his Grace hath been sufficient for me. When this
temptation storm concerning the sense of Scriptures had
been blown over, another storm beat upon my soul; and
that was still from my own further insufficiency to keep
off from the latent natural Arminianism that still sprung
up in my own proud, blind and conceited mind, and made
all my Calvinism and Orthodoxy to be but form and
notion. I seemed to lack the powerful life of that Grace to
possess and fill my soul in all my sound notions thereof;
and without this vital principle in Operation I found all my
orthodoxy to be but a burden of dead, heavy preaching
on my heart and hands. I found the occasion of this
mischief to have been my following of various authors,
and labouring to varnish my beliefs, where I could not
support them, by human testimonies; though Christ hath
expressly said, that he received not testimony from man.
And I did it not as some do, who seem to believe they
come off well, when they have told us, they’ll mention the
testimony of two great men, suppose Dr. Ames and Dr.
Owen; but I verily thought with myself I came off but
poorly, if I did not thoroughly search the Fathers, such as
the two Clements, Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Theophilus,
Irenaeus, Tatian, Maximus, Tertullian, Hippolitus, Origen,
Ammonius, Minutius Foelix, Novatian, {though counted a
heretic,} Gregory, Cyprian, Victorinus, Arnoblus,
Iactantius, Eusebius, Athanasius, Didymus, Hilary, Titus
Bostrensis, Cyril, Optatus, Ambrose, Basil, Gregory
Nazianzen, Jerome, Epiphanius, Ruffinus, Chrysostom,
{that golden mouth charmer,} Augustine; all these on
from A.D. 70 to about A.D. 400, {as we commonly
reckon,} and from thence further on to the innumerable
writers of 1000 years more, even down to the bottom of
our school men. In this search I spent many years, still
with mine eye upon the Holy Scripture, and upon what
measures of Gospel light and spirituality had been
dispensed forth unto any of them; thereby still to make
up my reckoning in the close, and improve in my own
light, from what everyone could contribute in any part of
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the Gospel; but alas, upon the search I have found them
utterly to fail my expectation, and to deal deceitfully, in
comparison of the Scriptures themselves, as Job speaks
of his friends, when he compares them to the dried
summer brooks that deceive the thirsty traveller. And
truly brethren, I may tell you, who have tried testimonies
as much as most of you, that an itch among us to bring
in testimonies even of modern authors to revealed truths,
especially when the testimony stops the growth of further
Reformation and an increase in the knowledge of the
Gospel of Christ, and advances in Spirituality, is a very
pernicious practice, and for ought I see is bringing down
the wrath of God upon unsanctified pens. If a man’s
argument lay in human wisdom, human testimonies may
be proper to adorn and strengthen it; and it may be
necessary in making out the matter of fact, and often
even stops the mouths of men who can talk of nothing
else, except their earthly glosses upon heavenly things.
But the best of human testimonies are an ill medium to
testify to the truth of the Gospel, because the Gospel is
all built upon Divine Revelation, and thus it needs not to
receive testimony from men. But some men have little
else to write upon any argument, except just what is
written in their hand. It is clear to me, that the man who
goes about to defend the faith of the Gospel, or refute
error, by testimony from authors, would have been an
active instrument, to have done as much disservice to the
Lord Christ in some of the ancient councils {made up of
the learned doctors of the particular age in which they
met} that have been called to put truths to the vote, and
enact Canons of Anathema upon all that were otherwise
minded, and could not subscribe to the article, or the
declaration; as the men did, who were delegated to
compose such ecclesiastical synods, and sit as members
in them upon church matters. As to this matter of synods,
we have no evangelical history of the councils, done with
Gospel remarks upon all their horrid disorder, to serve the
Truth; and I am persuaded it would appear, that the
original of them was not to be found in Acts 15 {from
whence they are fetched} for I never knew {by what I
have seen} one council in the world, sitting upon Divine
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Matters, like it; either as to the nature of the argument,
or the importance of the conjuncture, or the authority of
the persons, or the assistance of the mind.

Well, all these things {in the Lord’s providential
timing} vanished, and were gone with me, when Christ
clearly led me into more of the love of the Father, the
knowledge of Himself and the Operations of the Spirit, in
my last book. This sweetly calmed the storm of troubles
raised upon my own insufficiency in the ministry, and
rebuked the temptation which had staggered me from
holding on my work; and Christ taught me to keep off
from the natural Arminianism that runs through all our
common labours, whether fitted to the eye or ear, for
want of clear distinguishings. This also calmed the storm
of troubles raised upon my thoughts in departing from
human testimonies, and wading through difficult points,
where I saw no author before me that had either waded
or ferried over! The fruit of my labours in the following
piece, I therefore dedicate and present to you, hoping the
Lord may use it to instruct, or strengthen you in His own
work; and if he does, you will bless God in Christ who
hath raised a better structure in the Word of Truth, than
is hereafter pulled down in human writings. Covet
earnestly the best gifts, and yet show I unto you a more
excellent way, which that you may obtain and receive, is
the hope and prayer of, brethren, your brother in Christ,
and in the Lord’s work, Joseph Hussey.

EPISTLE TO THE READER

Reader, having met with very gracious dealings from my
God, not only in carrying me through a large tract
formally!, but in blessing the publication thereof to so
many souls far and near, as holy and savoury testimonies
{of their experience upon this argument by me in

! Reference is to Hussey’s previous work titled, Glory of Christ
Unveiled, or the Excellency of Christ Vindicated, 1706.
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manuscript} do witness; and since there are very few
copies of the 500 books printed, now remaining, which
are not sold off, my heart has been again drawn forth to
publish a new labour.

As to my former volume I'll add one caveat to the
reader, to take off an undo aspersion, for it hath been
insinuated, as if I had there stolen what hath been
confessed to be excellent about eternal things, out of Dr.
Goodwin’s volume two, and part one. I am bound to
declare, that this is utterly false! For all those things were
meditated in my own thoughts, digested into the form
they appear in, and were all printed off before ever I saw
the Doctor’s treatise, where there is said to be such a
harmony. Nor had I seen it then, but that providentially I
heard it spoken to me, concerning what the doctor had
written. If I had seen him, it is very probable my thoughts
might have been carried to another subject; for I do not
choose to write the same things which I know to have
been well done before. I do not know to this day, that
there is anything in it like plagiarism or book-stealing. If
it appears to be another, let the parallel decide it. Let the
Doctor be put in one column, and let me be put in another
column, thereby comparing the two. For without a
demonstration of the fact, it is a bearing of false witness
to publish it.

The doctrine of the descent of Christ’'s humanity,
there opened and maintained, without either the heretical
elapse, or any abstract notion of pre-existence, to cut off
one part of his sacred humanity from another {for pre-
existence is accustomed to be confined to souls, and not
extended to bodies, in the schools of Plato} wherewith
some men would fight against it, and others cloud it, is a
Doctrine of Christ, which through Grace, will be more and
more illustrated and confirmed from the Scriptures, since
it's broken out into the world; and at this day doth shine
the brighter, from the Spirit of Christ, through the curtain,
and stands the firmer, even through the feebleness of the
opposition. Let impartial readers examine the cause of
both sides.

I had written a small essay upon two things in the
Revelation, the one is, to prove the drying up of the River
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Euphrates, as to the overflowings of it upon the European
side of the Empire, to be passed, since the Treaty of
Karlowitz in 1699. And the other is, to prove that the two
witnesses spoken of in Revelation chapter eleven arose
and stood upon their feet in Great Britain in the year
16872, or an entire commentary upon the 11th of the
Revelation. And particularly, that the street of the great
city of Rome which hath reigned over the kings of the
earth, is a word fitly adapted by the Holy Ghost, not only
to the geographical situation and length of England and
Scotland, as a Street that bears its proportion to a City,
but is fitted to the fore-view of the Union of the Two
Kingdoms into One, and so designed by the spirit of
Prophecy; that by putting this double pointer over the
text-hand, we may not be at a loss in finding out where
to read the Divine Accomplishment; wherein also are
overthrown all the pretensions of an earlier rising of the
Witnesses among the Waldensians. But the Lord hath at
present put me upon another work, and filled me with
more earnest longing to attempt something towards a
rectifying of the Office of a Preacher Sent.

This piece therefore, so far as the Lord hath shown
me, is to set part of the Doctrine of the Gospel in a clearer
light than either nature or education have discerned it.
The discourse beats down offers of Grace and of Christ to
sinners, tenders and proposals of Grace and of Christ to
sinners. And doth not this sound harsh? But what is it in
us which makes us think so? Is it Grace or Nature? Read
the treatise and then judge, whether the emphasis is to

2 Reference here no doubt is to the Declaration for Liberty of
Conscience, a proclamation made by James II of England in
1687. The Indulgence was a first step at establishing Religious
Freedom in the British Isles. The Declaration granted broad
religious freedom by suspending penal laws enforcing
conformity to the Church of England and allowing persons to
worship in their homes or chapels as they saw fit, and ended
the requirement of affirming religious oaths before gaining
employment in government office. By use of the royal
suspending power, the king lifted the religious penal laws and
granted toleration to the various denominations, Catholic and
Protestant, within his kingdom.
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be laid upon the Free Grace of God in Christ to sinners;
or, upon offers, tenders and proposals; and you will see
that sinners have a great deal more given them {as to
their eternal relation in Christ, &c.,} both by God in
Christ, and by the doctrine in this treatise, than so
imagined.

But there are some among us who tell you, that
they do not like controversy. This may be so; as
difficulties and unbelief in doctrines make them
controversial. These have more need therefore to be
cleared. He that believes only that which was never
controverted, believes perhaps in effect little more than
that the sun shines, or that the rain falls. He is something
of a naturalist, and perhaps that is near all he is good for?
If he has taken up anything of Religion, he has taken it
up surely upon some outward trust, without any inward
power or experience. {“For the kingdom of God is not in
word, but in power.” I Cor.4:20.} Whatsoever a man is
convinced he sees, controversy ceases respecting that
thing. But till your soul doth truly behold it, {by the
sealing work of God the Spirit,} you know not whether it
be true or false; if it once becomes your faith, your doubts
will vanish. You live by it, and have done prating. Debates
are swallowed up when they shine in Gospel Evidence.
Oh, but still you say you do not love controversy! It is very
hard to beat men off from harping upon this string. Well,
pray what is it you do love? Do you love the shop? Do you
love to buy and sell? Take heed of it; that is all
controversy; for one thinks the article worth so much,
another says it is worth so much; and here they raise a
controversy. The buyer is sometimes controverting the
price before he can be brought up to the seller’s charge;
and the seller is controverting it, and giving whole lengths
of words, before he sells you one inch of matter, or can
be brought down to the terms of this merchant. Besides,
what love have you for your estates? What value have
you for your rights and property in this world? Are these
never controverted? When they are called in question,
and your rights invaded, do you defend your rights, and
give fees to a lawyer, and stand a trial of the cause with
your adversary, and that at a far greater charge than the
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price of a small book? Is not this controversy? You will go
on nevertheless; saying, you are in the right, you will
have a trial; you will not be duped. Yet how suddenly does
the name of a controversy run some off from looking into
the things of God? How tamely do they give up their rights
{for controversies are putting God’s children’s rights upon
trial} about God in Christ, and of the Kingdom of Heaven?
How easily doth Satan and their own corruption beat them
off from discoveries of their right to the best things, as if
they had no interest therein. What think you of God’s
Book? Is there no controversy in that? Why do you buy a
Bible with the book of Job in it? That book is a controversy
between him and his three friends; and, perhaps, you
have not skill enough to tell me which of them was in the
right? May it not be feared that you who say that you do
not love controversy, love the world visibly more than you
visibly love the Lord Jesus Christ? For if you did not, it
would be hard for you either to find a heart or a tongue
to talk at this rate. Let me shut it up in a word; for what
is it that is not a controversy? Do you possess one point
that is of any significant value that has not been sifted
and scrutinized in the furnace {of experimental Grace and
truth} that is not so? {"Every man’s work shall be made
manifest; for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work
of what sort it is.” I Cor.3:13.} How can you be against
controversies, when God is for them, Christ is for them,
and the Spirit is for them? The book of Job is a
controversy between man and man. The whole Bible is a
controversy between God and the Sinner, between Christ
and Antichrist, between the Spirit and the World. Yea, it
is all controversy between God, and good men in their
faults. Everything that strikes at a man’s faults, as this
Book does, is a controversy between God and sin. {"Hear
the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel; for the LORD
hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land,
because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of
God in the land.” Hos.4:1.}

Well, but some say the thing is tedious. We love
short undertakings. But why is that? Perhaps because you
have no inheritance in these matters; or, at least, do not
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yet see it, or what may be even worse, have no concern,
care or desire to see it. These papers are despised. Why?
Because they do not make out the title to some estate,
house or lands; otherwise the length of the matter would
be no objection, but a security to the title. Who ever found
fault in purchasing an estate, house or land, {which yet
make up a local world that must be set on fire at the latter
day, when the Doctrine of the Gospel will bear the flames,
while the whole world shall be burnt up} and cared not to
meddle with the estate, because the writings were a little
tedious and puzzling; or because in the grand deed of
settlement and conveyance there was so much exposure
of error and naming of men? It comes to pass that men
will not buy the truth of Christ. Why? Because it is so
bulky in leaves, so much detecting of the errors of men,
and so full of controversy, that it is too much for their
narrow penny. Whereas they forget that the bargain of
the book is easy, since the whole estate mentioned in the
writings is all freely bestowed and given gratis to the
children of God in the Covenant’s Everlasting Rolls! It is
plain that men trifle with their souls, but are in earnest
with their bodies and estates. Elaborate writings have
been sanctified of God to the belief of the Gospel; and the
longer our thoughts are kept close to the matter, and
brought to view and attend spiritual things, the more we
are enabled to see into them.

In the chapter which respects inviting sinners to
come to Christ, I have shown the phrase of coming to
Christ was fitted to Him when He was once upon the
earth. Nevertheless, men have applied it in present
relation to Christ, since he is ascended into Heaven. I
cannot say but heretofore I may have used the phrase,
though sparingly, when it was necessary I should be
understood in it, as keeping close to another man’s
phrases; and where my work swelled into so great a bulk,
that I had no room to discuss it, if I had raised the least
doubt upon it. But here it comes in my direct way to state
and expound the Truth of the matter respecting these
things.

In the things of God I have not empty margins.
What is an empty margin? Why, when it’s run on through
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entire pages in the things of God, all in a man’s own
words, and no frequent assistances come in upon the
brim of the paper {for when we print, it's presented to
the eye} from God’s Word. And how this can be accounted
for in men not Divinely inspired, I am at a loss to tell you?
I have, as helped to confirm the matter of my argument
from testimonies of God’s Holy Word, placed a plenteous
company of scriptures in my work, not as ornaments of
the page, but as so many redundant proofs besides the
other texts, which are brought, or opened in the body of
the treatise.

I leave all in thy hands, reader, with the blessing
of the Lord of Hosts, who filleth the hungry with good
things, but the rich he sendeth empty away,

Joseph Hussey.
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God’s Operations of Grace, &c.
CHAPTER ONE

The method propounded, the matter stated,
and followed into the grand plea for offers,
and there briefly examined and defeated.

The order of this little writing will consist principally of
three points. 1. Concerning offers of Grace. 2. Concerning
invitation of sinners to come to Christ. 3. Concerning
exhortations to sinners to come to Christ. And albeit I
may insist mostly {if the Lord will} upon the first branch
of these three laid down, thereby, through the Lord’s
assistance, to rectify the mistaken doctrine about offers
of Grace, and to advance the true doctrine of Free Grace
Operations working efficaciously upon the elect of God;
yet I may likewise add something, though very briefly,
which belongs to the other two branches. To begin by
laying down the method of handling the first, viz., the
offers of Grace and Salvation.

I. To show how men do verbalize their offers of
Christ, in name and thing.

I1. To disprove them, and overthrow their scheme,
as an ill, anti-evangelical state of the matter, and that by
manifesting three principal points in the debate. 1. That
to offer Christ to sinners, is not to preach Christ to
sinners. 2. That to propound such an offer in the external
means, is no means of the Spirit's working an internal
ability in sinners, to close savingly with any such offer. 3.
That to suggest an offer of Christ, and a gift of Christ to
be both one thing, is a barefaced error. {"Thou shalt not
sow thy vineyard with divers seeds; lest the fruit of thy
seed which thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard,
be defiled.” Deut.22:9.%}

ITII. To resolve the puzzling question, how then
must we preach the Gospel unto sinners, if we do not
propound an offer of Salvation to them? In the resolution
of which doubt, proffers of Grace, offers of Christ, tenders
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of Salvation, etc., will be withstood and overthrown, as
unscriptural and powerless forms.

IV. To make some reply unto the mis-adapting of
divers texts of Scripture that are commonly mistaken
upon this argument.

V. Lastly, to make a further reply to the more
common and current pleas, used by weak men, for want
of better arguments.

We begin and show, how these men state the
doctrine of their offer.

1. As to the name, men have stored it with a show
of wisdom and will worship as the Apostle says, Col.2:23,
in a sufficient increase of their own procuring. {“Hast thou
not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken
the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way?”
Jer.2:17.} For the word “offer” is not to be found in
Scripture in any other sense than to sacrifice; and to be
sure, when these men offer Christ, they do not mean that
they sacrifice him; no, they have another meaning in the
term, as it relates to the preaching of the Gospel, though
they thus express themselves. And therefore they speak
sometimes of offers of Grace; sometimes propounding
the offer; sometimes proposals of the Gospel offer;
sometimes tenders of the Gospel; sometimes tendering
Salvation, which are all Blind and Scripture-less forms!
{"Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” Acts
20:30.} Methinks, if men had meant preaching the Gospel
by these phrases, it is an intolerable assault upon the
sacred text of both Testaments, to word it so perversely.
The Oracles of God have an elegant variety of expression,
to set forth the preaching of Jesus Christ. As for example,
it is called speaking, I Cor.2:7,13, speaking the word,
Phil.1:14, preaching, Acts 20:25, preaching the Gospel,
Lk.30:1, preaching glad tidings, Isa.61:1, preaching the
kingdom of God, Acts 28:31, preaching the Gospel of the
Kingdom, Matt.4:23, teaching, Col.1:28, teaching the
word of God, Acts 18:11, teaching the things that concern
the Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 28:31, showing the glad
tidings of the Kingdom of God, Lk.8:1, declaring glad
tidings, Acts 13:32, showing by the Scriptures, Acts
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18:28, bringing glad tidings of good things, Rom.10:15,
&c., and the like. But never once in all this variety of
phrase, do the Scriptures call preaching the Gospel by the
names and phrases of offering, proffering, propounding
or tendering Grace, Christ, Salvation and glad tidings to
sinners. How conceited must some men be of their own,
or other men’s wisdom, who notwithstanding they have
so little to say in behalf of these unscriptural phrases, are
yet resolved, Deut.2:30, to keep them up. {“For it is
written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” I
Cor.1:19.} Whereas this very hint, {if no more could be
said,} that the phrases are without any Scriptural
support, I Pet.4:11, and their meaning unable to justify a
correct understanding, or to make an agreeable
signification to befit the Gospel, Acts 15:15; if no more
could be said, is enough to make poor, humble, modest
souls drop such expressions, even such of the children of
God, who are sensible that their mouths are not filled with
Gospel sweetness, unless as they have experienced the
flowing rivers of living water, Jn.7:38, in the opening of
their mouths wide, Psal.81:10, the Lord Christ having
filled them. Now if men find as great a sweetness in
phrases of human invention and imagination, and in
defence of them, as they find in the Holy Ghost’s language
of the Bible, which hath plentifully spoken the same
things, and far better to instruct us, it is a sure sign that
their mouths have not been opened wide, nor can it be
any argument that Christ fills them. For in the Holy
Scriptures the Lord uses expressions enough to fill a
man’s mouth, when he speaks of the preaching of the
Gospel, so as that he shall have no need to use these
sickly terms and ill-worded phrases, into which the
tongues of so many false preachers have been dipped and
sunk.

2. As to the matter in hand, they have distributed
the meaning of their terms into different classes. By which
they persuade us, that they do not all speak with one
mind, Rom.15:16, while they speak with one mouth,
professing to glorify God and to save men by offers of
Gospel Grace or by the proposals of the Gospel, and by
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the tenders of Salvation made unto them, in their way of
supposedly preaching the Gospel. {“For we are not as
many, which corrupt the word of God; but as of sincerity,
but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.” II
Cor.2:17.} Some have looked upon these terms to be
general redemption offers; and indeed men may easily
see that without general offers of Grace they cannot
preach consistent enough with general redemption
doctrines, as without General Redemption Doctrine they
cannot preach consistently with general offers of Grace.
Moreover, what they call universal grace offers, or
universal proposals, and general tenders of Grace to
sinners, are the same things, while these general men
strive to keep up a consistency in their notions of
universal philanthropy towards every individual soul of
mankind. These persons have also understood them to be
Free will offers, &c., and have ascribed an indifference to
the balance of the will, to poise its inclination equally
towards accepting or rejecting these offers of Grace.
{*Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge?” Job
42:3.} And as they admit a methodical offer of Grace,
necessary for conveying the Grace of God, upon the
supposition of a Free balance of self-power, to determine
and incline the will to accept of God’s Salvation, they must
then suppose a balance towards the Grace admitted, even
so far as there are supposed offers or tenders of Grace
made to those souls who receive them; inasmuch that
such Free-willers and professors of Grace, are according
to their own principles, consistent enough with
themselves. {"And ye shall know that I am the LORD,
when I have wrought with you for my name’s sake, not
according to your wicked ways, nor according to your
corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.”
Ezek.20:44.} The great difficulty is how to bring some
men holding our principles of Grace to be consistent with
themselves.

3. Others have set up with conditional offers, with
conditional proposals, and with conditional tenders. That
is, you shall enjoy Heaven and Salvation, if you will repent
and believe, and perform sincere obedience to the
conditions of a Gospelized Law. And thus the Neonomians
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interweave a coarse thread of Popery, {out of which the
terms of New Law and Conditions first arose, as I have
observed, by tracing the Popish writings extant through a
long series of ages} as it runs through all their fine cloth
they make up for heaven, spun out of other men’s
spinnings, into a reformation of manners and sincere
obedience, &c., but how short is this of the fine linen,
clean and white, Rev.19:14, and the white raiment,
Rev.3:18, which is the imputed righteousness of God,
Rom.4:6, put upon the unrighteous, Rom.4:5, and
thereby made the righteousness of saints, as the Holy
Spirit calls it. "And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white; for the fine linen is
the righteousness of saints.” Rev.19:8.

4. Another sort of men, who strictly seem to
profess a renunciation all the three kinds, do yet stand up
very resolutely to maintain a fourth sort of offer, which
they would fain persuade us are Free offers, Effectual
offers, Essential offers; and all of them, to be sure, of the
Evangelical and Ministerial Grace variety. Whatever these
may be, yet they have never once attempted to
demonstrate what is the nature of an evangelical or
Ministerial offer, proving it Free or Effectual by the
Gospel, in the hands of him that ministers these offers;
except what unavoidably in the tendency partakes with
the other three kinds; viz., either with universal Grace, or
Free Will, or with Conditionalism. This is certainly a
strange apprehension about Gospel offers, to professedly
separate from the other three, and yet to keep up it's very
being by mingling with the others. {"Thou shalt not sow
thy vineyard with divers seeds; lest the fruit of thy seed
which thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, be
defiled. Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass
together. Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts,
as of woollen and linen together.” Deut.22:9-11.}
Besides, all the other three are called evangelical tenders
as well as this, and under that warranty of denomination
are, by one or another, made to be a ministerial offer. For
their sakes principally, and for some others who fall into
this evil, merely through inadvertence, not perceiving the
evil thereof, I have been made willing to write this small
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Treatise. For, as for a fourth sort of proposals and offers
of Grace to sinners, it is, without doubt, a non-entity in
point of true distinction from the other three. For, indeed,
in setting the bias, whatever the pretence about principle
and inclination may be, it’s so turned and fixed, that with
all velocity the bowl runs to the Arminian side; and the
truth is, it is impossible for fallen nature to keep against
blasts towards Free Grace, though you bring in Free offers
and Grace offers that sound plausible to an ear not in-
tuned to the tenor of the true Gospel, and thereby “by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple.” Rom.16:18.

But still in a further stating of the matter it must
be laid open negatively, what men do not content
themselves to mean by these offers and proposals of
Grace to sinners; and again positively, what they do mean
likewise by the same.

I. Negatively, to show what they do not mean by
them.

1. By offers of Grace and offers of Christ to
sinners, they do not mean that the doctrine of Grace, and
doctrine of Christ, and of Salvation ought to be preached
to Jews and Pagans, if there were such in our assemblies.
For, though this was the case in the days when the
Apostles preached; yet in our days of universal
profession, Jews or Pagans seldom attend our assemblies,
Rom.11:19, to hear the doctrine of Christ preached. The
object of our preaching therefore is much another thing
as a matter of practice, than the object of preaching was
in the former times. If there were such kinds of hearers
now in our assemblies, yet there would be none amongst
any of us who have received the common doctrine of the
Gospel to deny, that the said doctrine of Grace was to be
preached unto them, according to the precedent in which
the apostles did it. Here then we all agree without dispute,
in one and the same affirmative.

2. By offers of Grace, &c., to sinners, these
proponents of a Free offer System are not satisfied to
mean, that the doctrine merely of some special branches
of the Gospel, as for instance imputed righteousness,
justification without conditions, &c., are not to be
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preached to some present rejecters of the doctrine of
Grace and doctrine of Christ; for here again, so far as we
are merely Orthodox, we do all agree, that the said
doctrines are and ought to be preached to all despisers
and neglecters, and ought to be so preached to all men,
though the particular truths are rejected. {“Behold, ye
despisers, and wonder, and perish; for I work a work in
your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe,
though a man declare it unto you.” Acts 13:41.}

3. By offers of Grace, and proffers of Christ, or
tenders of Salvation, the tenderer thinks it not enough to
mean, that the mere doctrines of Salvation are preached
and to be preached to the whole unregenerate part of our
auditory. For none of us have ever denied or argued down
this particular, nor are we going about it now. And so
there can be no room for debate here.

IT. Now positively, and more directly, to show how
men do state their meaning of the thing, touching offers
of Grace.

1. By offers of Grace, tenders of Christ, and of
Salvation to sinners, they must mean by these terms, that
Grace itself, that Salvation itself; that is to say, a true and
Saving interest in Christ, as well as the doctrine of Christ,
is and ought to be made by them into an offer,
Proposition, Bargain or Agreement; so that by accepting
this offer and by their improving the so-called means of
Grace men may be saved. This is the thing which these
Gospel Conditionalists do mean by preaching the Gospel;
but this continued error of the day, notwithstanding so
many fallacious books have been written in its defence, I
do, for the honour o